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The academic year 2011-12 has been
a year of Olympic proportions! As you
will read in this edition of Newslink, our
students and staff continue to live up
to and exceed the ‘outstanding’
reputation they have deservedly
acquired. Getting ready to celebrate
our 20th anniversary, a team of Ofsted
Inspectors arrived in May and added
the icing to our birthday cake! The
College was judged to be Outstanding
in all areas: achievement of students,
the quality of teaching, leadership &
management and care, guidance and
support.  It was especially pleasing
that the Inspection Team noted we
have improved further since our last
‘Outstanding’ judgement in 2008 to
achieve this accolade against the
much publicised Ofsted ‘raised bar’ of
the new inspection framework.  The
outcome is undoubtedly a result of the
absolute dedication and commitment
to students, in respect of both their
learning and critically their wider
development as young people.    

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our parents/carers for your support.
The capacity for our young people to face
the challenges of a changing world is
only strengthened by the successful
partnerships established between the
College, the students and their parents.
Similarly, the tireless support that our
students receive from the staff is second
to none and I am privileged to lead a
team of forward thinking, energetic ‘can
do’ people. The support and challenge
that we all receive from our Governors
and Trustees is exceptional and most
important of all are our students. They
played a significant part in the inspection
and they certainly rose to the challenge!
Although none of our current students
were alive when the College opened in

1992, they do understand the
significance of their achievement, and are
very proud to be part of an ‘Outstanding
School’, right in the centre of the City of
Derby. 

We look forward to an exciting future. In
the new academic year we welcome to
the team our new staff: Sally Jones, David
Briggs, Rachel Taylor, Eleanor Reed,
Joseph Cox, Thomas Lightfoot, Nicole
Haigh, and Joanna Henchley.
Congratulations to Kara Niven, James
Naughton and Chris Collington on
successful completion of their Graduate
Teacher Trainee programme; they join the
staff as newly qualified tutors. We also
welcome William Goring, Jennifer Hicks,
Alison Fowler, Katie Phillpott, Ashley
Mather and Kate Vaughan to our team of
Learning Support Assistants; Philip
Middleton, Deborah Bashton, Martin
Johnson and Lianne Hannigan as our
new graduate trainees; Amelia Sharratt,
Matthew Riley and Clare Patterson to our
support staff. 

Goodbye and good luck to those staff
and students who are leaving us.  Nicola
Kelly and Sharon Nanuan are embarking
upon their training to be teachers.
Garrick Smith is moving to the US. Nick
Harris, John Keene, Natalie Faulkner and
Pete Thompson move to new posts in
Sheffield, Burton, Birkenhead and
Bemrose. Neil and Anne Holland
retire from Teaching with exciting
plans for their future.  We wish all
of them well.  Anne Holland
is one of our longest
serving members of
staff; she has
given 20
years

of dedicated and loyal service to the
College.  On behalf of us all; students,
their parents and staff who have had the
privilege to work with Anne, I record our
sincere thanks and all our best wishes for
the new chapter in your life.  Finally, our
students as they move into further or
higher education, or employment. Thank
you each and all for the contribution you
have made to the College and please
keep in touch.  

Landau Forte College is a special place;
Outstanding in what we are doing, not
just in what we have done.  The trajectory
is onward and upward.  The structures
and strategies in place are the mechanics
of improvement.  The momentum of
becoming a Teaching School will further
propel us forward, as we navigate with
rigor and determination our journey to
world class.

THE 
PRINCIPAL’S
COMMENT

Exceptional

WORLD 
CLASS

Very 
Good with
outstanding
features 2001

Good with
outstanding
features
1996
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GROW AWARENESS 
AT COLLEGE

GROUP 

There are 7 billion people on the planet and 1 billion don’t
have enough to eat. Oxfam’s new campaign GROW raises
awareness of this and aims to get governments to make
changes in order to fix the unfair ‘broken’ food system. The
Oxfam GROW Group has been set up by students of all
years at Landau Forte who feel passionate about this issue
are working to raise money and awareness of the issues
locally.

As well as taking two Gatherings, we sold Christmas cards and
sweets at the Chinese Trade Fair to raise money.  Our biggest
project to date has been Oxjam; we all have an interest in music
and collectively have many links to local bands, venues and
equipment. We organised every aspect of the event ourselves
and £430 was raised after an extremely successful gig at the
Book Café. Hundreds turned up, including Derby North’s
Labour MP Chris Williamson. Acts included Lew E Thomas, The
Other Side, Mystic MC and Just James, who stole the evening
by getting everybody up and dancing – a pleasantly surprising
climax to the evening for the quaint cafe but what do you expect
when you fill the room with energetic young people? By the end
of the night we were exhausted but all agreed that as well as
raising money we’d done something more substantial; we
grabbed people’s attention and raised the issue of the broken
food system, something we hoped people would not forget.

We also managed to secure a non-uniform day in College
dedicated to the GROW campaign, which we co-ordinated to
be on the same day as the Oxjam. We encouraged people to
wear one item of green clothing (the Oxfam colour) and raised a
massive £1,112.37.

Earlier this term, four of the group were invited to attend the

Rolling Globe conference in Westminster; a day for young
people organised by various charities, including Oxfam. It was
an opportunity for us to take part in peer-led workshops, learn
how to campaign and meet our local MPs. The day began with
a ‘Dragons Den’ style competition in which Nigel Evans
(Conservative MP), Baroness Janet Royall (Labour) and
Christina Yan Zhang (International Students’ Officer for NUS) all
presented their ideas of ways how young people can create
global change; these ranged from creating a separate budget
that young people can bid for to sending all the unemployed
youth abroad! We also attended a workshop run by young
people from a Islamic charity who were combating supermarket
food waste, before running our own workshop which aimed to
help people start up their own charity group in their schools. We
also had had an amazing experience exploring Parliament.

Amy Buxton, Year 13

Early this academic year, nominated Post 16 students began
their journey in our second year competing in the Academy
Excellence Awards, a prestigious competition run by the
University of Nottingham which is entered nationwide.
Following on from last year’s success, nominees from
Landau Forte College were presented with the challenge of
writing an essay in a specialist subject area, which they
hoped would get them through to the longlist and then the
shortlist. As well as essay entrants there was also a Team
Award challenge, which I participated in, involving quality of
life and well-being; this task had a broader sense to it and
incorporated many of our individual talents. 

In true Landau Forte style we were once again successful, dominating the longlist of which three individual entrants and the
team progressed to the shortlist. Bhavan Chahal (Year 12) was shortlisted in the Maths category, Charles Mason (Year 12) for
Biology, Joe Trail (Year 13) for Politics and Michael Bax (Year 12), Jordan Jones (Year 13), Adam West (Year 13), Sanaah Sultan
(Year 12) and myself for the Quality of Life and Well-being video task. We are all thrilled to be one of the 40 academies which
have reached the shortlist, out of over 300 entrants, and eagerly anticipate the final outcome.

As we have successfully reached this stage in the awards we are to attend an Inspiration Day at the University of Nottingham
on the 4th of July. During our visit, we will participate in workshops and be given a tour of the campus, similar to the visit last
year. In the evening we will then go to the awards ceremony in which the winners will be announced. We are all greatly excited
as we look forward to the results and hope to gain a lot from the enriching experience on offer to us.

Emily Edwards, Year 12

After a fantastic evening at the Academy Excellence
Awards last July, I was thrilled to receive the Runner-Up
prize in the Mathematics category, a ‘Money Can’t Buy’
prize from The Department of Energy and Climate Change
(DECC).  After some hectic preparations to arrange my first
stay in London, I was soon on the train down to St Pancras
International to commence my first internship at Whitehall.  

My expectations of government life were a fusion of the BBC
News and Spooks; however, the reality was far more laid-back
and welcoming.  I was further reassured when I met my fellow
intern, Claire Guy, with whom I would collaborate on an exciting
and rewarding sustainability project.  Our challenge was to
develop a new Toolkit which was launched alongside the
government’s Autumn Strategy Paper. 

The main feature is a “my2050” game, which allows people to
see how supply and demand of energy needs to be changed
between now and 2050, in order for DECC’s target of an 80%
reduction in carbon emissions to be achieved.  The Toolkit is
being used by academies, schools and colleges to engage
students in the climate change debate.

A particular highlight was the debate we attended at the House
of Commons, on the topic of ‘Fuel Poverty and its Effects on
Minority Groups’. It was fascinating to observe our MPs in
action, and the politeness of address – even when this was
followed up by a curt comment!

This experience was surpassed, though, by our private tour of
10 Downing Street. Even though the Camerons were away in
Australia, it was an exciting privilege to see, first-hand, the
interior behind that closely-guarded and infamous black door.

The entire experience of the Academy Excellence Awards, from
grappling with my challenge, to luxury of my expenses-paid
stay in the heart of London, was truly a remarkable experience,
and one which I will always remember.  What’s more, I know
that I am more fully equipped to deal with the challenges of
university life, and beyond.

I would heartily recommend the Academy Excellence Awards,
and hope that the 2012 entrants enjoy the experience as much
as I did.

Tim Wakefield, Year 13

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
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CLOCKING UP
20 YEARS!

As you will be aware from the last issue of Newslink, we were
set a project to commemorate 20 years of learning 
at Landau Forte College by designing a clock for the
reception area of the main building in conjunction with Smith
of Derby, a local clock making firm with a history spanning
well over a century.  After our second visit to Smith of Derby
we were all extremely enthused and really keen to start
developing the details of the concept we had brainstormed.

Since our last article we have been hard at work finalising the
details of the clock.  Working together we drew out the design
using Computer Aided Design.  This helped us greatly to work
accurately and it allowed us to quickly see if the design was
working or to make amendments.  Using Google Sketch-up we
were even able to construct a realistic representation of how
the clock would eventually look in the space above reception. 

When we were
happy with the final
design we produced
a range of graphic
boards to take with
us back to Smith of
Derby to present to
Mr Bob Betts, the
Managing Director of
Smith of Derby.  Mr
Betts was very complimentary about the work and before we
had time to worry about it, we were presenting the designs to
his chief designer, graphic designer and structural engineer.
They were also very impressed with both our designs and our
level of professionalism and it felt really good to hear this
coming from qualified designers working in industry.  

The only thing remaining was to get the design signed off by
Mrs Coffey and we arranged a date and time to present the
concept.  Mrs Coffey was thrilled with the design and asked us
to present the design to the board of governors.  

The design is now with Smith of Derby and they have started
manufacturing the product. We are excited to see what our
hard work will look like after the summer holidays when the
clock is finally installed into the reception area.  

Lauren Collings, Year 12

For five years, Andrew Chesterman, Year 11, has organised the Yu-Gi-Oh!
Club and Games Zone for his fellow students.  Here, students of all ages
can compete against each other on their favourite games in a fun and
sociable environment.

On Thursday 24th May, Mrs Coffey surprised Andrew and presented him with
a certificate of appreciation celebrating all his hard work in front of the
Individual Needs team, his parents and his fellow students at Games Zone.

Andrew proudly accepted his award and said that he was “shocked” by the
surprise, and the presentation of a cake as an additional thank you.  Thank
you for all your hard work and commitment Andrew!

L Hannigan

Whilst it could be
perceived to be perilous
to send Year 10
students representing
Landau Forte College
on a two week work
placement, the glowing
feedback the College
has subsequently
received from
employers has clearly
vindicated that decision!
Landau students
disproved the common
misconception that
teenagers today are
nothing but trouble;
several students were
described as ‘a credit to
both the college and
their parents’, and there

remains little doubt that the work placement programme has
proved to be an enriching experience for all students and
employers involved.

Two weeks in the ‘real world’ working alongside and observing
their temporary employers enabled students to learn transferrable
skills that should become invaluable in later life. Reliability,
punctuality and positivity were just three of the many qualities

students built upon throughout their fortnight with their employer
and regardless of the whereabouts of their placement, students
were able to gain an insight into how a business works. With the
employment market becoming increasingly competitive, the
incomparable experience of a work placement is something that
will distinguish these students from other candidates when they
apply for jobs in the future. For this reason alone, I think all would
agree that we are very fortunate to be given the opportunity to
enjoy two weeks out of the learning space and in a genuine
working environment.

My work placement was spent at Venture Photography Studio
and every minute – from mopping the floor right through to
meeting customers - was thoroughly enjoyed! The prospect of
spending two weeks out of College and in the workplace excited
me and I eagerly anticipated the opportunity of working alongside
experienced professionals. My fortnight was filled with many
interesting tasks; I was set a mini project of studying client
questionnaire forms and compiling their feedback ready for use
on the company website, I sat in on numerous photography
sessions and became adept at ‘meeting and greeting’ clients. Not
only was I lucky enough to secure a Saturday job as a direct result
of my time at Venture, but I felt that my communication skills,
confidence and independence improved significantly. I know that
almost all of my peers enjoyed similar successes and regardless
of the career path they choose to follow, they will take the skills
and behaviours learned from their placements with them.

Ellie Spare, Year 10

YEAR 10 WORK PLACEMENT

As part of our Learning for Life core programme, we were
given a chance to support a local charity of our choice.
This could have been done through a variety of different
ways, such as raising money for an event, receiving
donations or, importantly, raising awareness of local
issues. Within our Learning for Life sessions, we were
organised into groups to exchange ideas and pitch our
proposed plan to our dragons, Miss Grant and Post 16
students in our case!  It was nice to know that some people
had chosen charities that were personal to them and that
motivated us to do our very best.

This was the first year that Landau Forte students had been
given the opportunity to participate in the Giving Nation project
and it has been a great success. So many charities have
benefited from our hard work and some groups were
personally given a thank-you, such as by the Rainbows
representative who came into our celebratory Gathering, by
letters from the charity’s CEO or as we personally delivered
donations to hospitals and hospices.

This was a great opportunity and helped us build on our
learning habits and to build our confidence.  Marc Doherty’s

group raised over
£350 for the Three
Counties Air
Ambulance; other
groups collected
over one hundred
items to give to a
charity. It was very
rewarding and we
achieved a great
goal. It took us a
lot of planning and
persevering phone
calls to reach this
goal, however it was very heart-warming to know that we
helped organisations so close to home.

It was a great success and we hope other students – and the
City of Derby – will benefit from this enriching experience in
future years.

Jornay Moulton and Emily Woodward, Year 10

GIVING NATION
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a range of graphic
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Smith of Derby.  Mr
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For five years, Andrew Chesterman, Year 11, has organised the Yu-Gi-Oh!
Club and Games Zone for his fellow students.  Here, students of all ages
can compete against each other on their favourite games in a fun and
sociable environment.

On Thursday 24th May, Mrs Coffey surprised Andrew and presented him with
a certificate of appreciation celebrating all his hard work in front of the
Individual Needs team, his parents and his fellow students at Games Zone.

Andrew proudly accepted his award and said that he was “shocked” by the
surprise, and the presentation of a cake as an additional thank you.  Thank
you for all your hard work and commitment Andrew!

L Hannigan
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YEAR 10 WORK PLACEMENT

As part of our Learning for Life core programme, we were
given a chance to support a local charity of our choice.
This could have been done through a variety of different
ways, such as raising money for an event, receiving
donations or, importantly, raising awareness of local
issues. Within our Learning for Life sessions, we were
organised into groups to exchange ideas and pitch our
proposed plan to our dragons, Miss Grant and Post 16
students in our case!  It was nice to know that some people
had chosen charities that were personal to them and that
motivated us to do our very best.

This was the first year that Landau Forte students had been
given the opportunity to participate in the Giving Nation project
and it has been a great success. So many charities have
benefited from our hard work and some groups were
personally given a thank-you, such as by the Rainbows
representative who came into our celebratory Gathering, by
letters from the charity’s CEO or as we personally delivered
donations to hospitals and hospices.

This was a great opportunity and helped us build on our
learning habits and to build our confidence.  Marc Doherty’s

group raised over
£350 for the Three
Counties Air
Ambulance; other
groups collected
over one hundred
items to give to a
charity. It was very
rewarding and we
achieved a great
goal. It took us a
lot of planning and
persevering phone
calls to reach this
goal, however it was very heart-warming to know that we
helped organisations so close to home.

It was a great success and we hope other students – and the
City of Derby – will benefit from this enriching experience in
future years.

Jornay Moulton and Emily Woodward, Year 10

GIVING NATION
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The Derbyshire 10k is an annual event
that sweeps Derby every year, involving
many people for various causes. The
event involves competitors running a
10k route that starts and finishes at the
Pride Park stadium. Thousands of
people, 3344 to be precise, took part in
the event this year. There were people
running for clubs, for fun or more
importantly charity.  Last year a Landau
Forte College student named Reece
Jeffrey passed away whilst playing
football because of an
undiagnosed heart condition.
After Reece passed, the Reece
Jeffrey Foundation was set up to
raise funds for research and
heart screenings such as the
ones that were done at Landau.
CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young)
is a charity that raises awareness
and helps provide support and
funding to prevent harmful heart
conditions from going unnoticed.
As a College, Landau Forte has been
very proactive in supporting various
charities and has helped provide
funding and support. A group of
Students and Tutors including myself,
decided to run the 10k in memory of
Reece Jeffrey and to raise money for
the Reece Jeffrey Foundation and CRY. 

The 10k although not an exceedingly
long distance, is an event that requires
good stamina and fitness. This meant
that we had to train for it to ensure that

we were fully prepared and fit for the
race. The training was something that we
did in our own time, and we also made
an afterschool running session that was
led by Mr Petronzi. We did quite a few
runs and gradually increased the speed
and distance. The training was definitely
valuable and crucial to our success.

The Race Day came on Sunday 1st April
2012 and we all were nervous yet
excited about the race. We met in the

Cooper Parry suite in the morning and all
prepared for the race. It was essential
that we all took on a lot of water and
some even had a pre-race massage. We
had to collect our timers that attached to
our trainers and our race numbers so we
could have our times recorded. When
the race started everyone was separated
into the different sections of runners,
Sub-40, Sub-50 and so on. When the
race started we all ran at different paces,
but the training and motivation of
running the race for Reece told as

everyone got great times, so the day had
been a great success.

The main aim of running the10k was to
raise funds for CRY, so it was important
that we got sponsorships and people to
give. As demonstrated many times
through things like Children in Need and
Operation Christmas Child, the students,
parents and tutors at Landau are very
generous and this showed again. The
student team collected funds via

sponsorship forms which
students agreed to pay certain
amounts on, and the tutors’
collections were put straight on
the Just Giving website. It was a
hard task to collect all of the
money that people had
pledged, but once collected, the
achievement was clear. Overall
the students raised a staggering
£811.57 and the tutors raised an
equally impressive amount of

£745 which therefore combined to make
£1556.57 for the Reece Jeffrey
Foundation and CRY. 

The race was a fantastic success for
everyone involved and raised a
substantial amount of money for a
brilliant charity. Thank you to everyone
who got involved and for everyone who
supported and sponsored us. 

Tyrone Forster, Year 12

KEEP ON 
RUNNING!

Earlier this year the History team
held a build your own castle
competition for Year 7 students. For
the contest I chose to design a
Motte and Bailey castle because
they have a lot of detail and I
wanted to capture that in a model.   

At home I worked out what materials 
I would need for each part of the
castle. I chose polystyrene to use for

the hills as it was easy to shape with
a knife. My dad then helped me to
screw it to the base board. I made
some papier-mâché using flour and
water and covered the hills in two
layers. It was very messy work but a
lot of fun. I decided to use textured
green spray paint as once applied it
looked a lot like grass. I think the
longest part of the project was
having to hand-paint the 300 cocktail
sticks I bought to use for the fences.
Then I began to make the houses,
barns and churches. I made them
out of cardboard, hot-glued them
together and put supports in the
middle. I then painted them a light
brown. I used a black pencil to draw
on the fine details. For the thatched
roof I cut up some straw and used
PVA glue to stick it on. Once all the
houses were in place it was time to
add detail. I cut up an old artificial
plant and used that for plants and
bushes. I used sand, stones and grit
from my garden for the paths and
scenery.

On the day of judging I was so
nervous. I was the first to be judged,
thankfully, so I could just get it over

and done with. Mr Keene announced
that my castle was one of the four
chosen to go through to the final.
Then the judges looked at the final
four. They announced that there
were two winners and I had won the
Motte and Bailey category. I was so
happy and very proud.
Congratulations must go also to the
other winner, James Hague, who
built a Square Keep castle.

I really enjoyed making my castle
and look forward to seeing next
year’s winners. 

Emily Leonard, Year 7

A TOWERING SUCCESS
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LONDON CALLING!
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On Wednesday 2nd May, Mrs Pioli and Miss Rowland took selected students
from the Sports Council and other students who have showed outstanding
commitment to extension to visit the London 2012 Olympic site.  Tickets had
been given to use from the work that the Sports Council has done over the
last two years. Taking place on this day was the School Games, a
competition where the highest performing school students from around
the country get to participate against one another.  

We had managed to secure tickets for the London 2012
Aquatics centre which boasts a 50 metre pool and three
Olympic size diving boards. One of the most interesting
things about the design of the pool was the roof! It sloped
down so that your eyes were directed to the pool at all times. 

The Orbit was not open but was a huge focal point next to the
Olympic stadium.  Once opened, it will give spectators 360
degree views of the park. 

We also saw the velodrome, basketball stadium, volleyball
stadium, BMX track, hockey pitch as well as the Olympic
stadium itself. Inside the Olympic Stadium many athletic events
were taking place from the steeple chase to boccia.  It was
fantastic to actually be standing in the stadium and although it
was not full, the noise the spectators made was truly amazing. 

The Sports Council

TIARA SAMUEL:
MY SCHOOL GAMES EXPERIENCE

I had the
honour of
competing in
the School
Games
playing
Badminton at
the Excel
centre in
London,
where the

London 2012 Badminton events will happen this summer.
Adidas were the main sponsors and presented me with a
tracksuit for all competitors to wear for the duration of the
games which lasted four days in total. I took part in the

opening ceremony on the Sunday, with Sir Sebastain Coe,
Jonathon Edwards and Tanni-Gray Thompson who all gave
inspirational speeches in anticipation of our competitions. I
played on the Monday and Tuesday, and although the first
game was a very tight game I got through the first round
winning a three set match. In my second game I played
against a much older and experienced player who is
Northern Ireland’s number 1 and although I played well, I
unfortunately missed out on going through.  This experience
has given me more passion and determination to succeed
with my sporting commitments and it was a great honour to
play at the Olympic venues as this was the last event to be
hosted there before this summer’s games. 

Tiara Samuel, Year 9

ADOPT A SPORT!
At the beginning of 2012 we set your tutor base a challenge to
create a display board on an Olympic or Paralympic Sport which
was selected for your tutor base.  We would like to take this
opportunity to say a huge WELL DONE to everyone for taking
part.

In 5th place was the board for Hand Ball which belonged to Mr
Dobson, Mrs Siviter and Mrs Brocklebank’s tutor bases. This can be
found in ML7. 

4th place is the display board for Swimming which belongs to Mr
Bellamy and Miss Brannigan’s tutor bases. This can be found in IC6. 

In 3rd place was the display board for Judo which belongs to Miss
Brown and Mr Holland’s tutor bases and can be found in H2. 

In 2nd place was the display board for Diving which belongs to Miss
Noble and Miss Singh’s tutor bases and can be found in E6.

And finally, 1st place goes to the display board for Taekwondo which
belongs to Miss Bates and Mr Walker’s tutor bases and can be
found in B3. Huge congratulations to all of the students who
participated. 

G Rowland

Last term, students were asked within their Technology
sessions to design a torch for their division.  After Divisional
Directors had judged the competition four winning designs
were announced. Huge congratulations to Jess Loan,
Victoria Taylor, Aarondeep Rai and Komal Pervez whose
designs are now the official Landau Forte College torches
and are displayed proudly on the upper mall. 

The same students then had the honour of designing a
College torch to take part in the Derby Community Torch
Relay. Forty nine schools across the city are taking part in

the relay which will see these schools exchanging torches
during the three weeks leading up to the actual Olympic
torch coming to Derby on Friday 29th June. The torch had
to be a specific design and durable so that it could be
transported by foot to the next school. 

Landau Forte College had the honour of starting off the
torch relay on the first day back of Term 5. Many of you lined
the corridors so that our own torchbearers could perform
their own relay around the College.  We then walked over to
Derwent Primary School where we were greeted by the
whole school lining the playground with the soundtrack from
‘Chariots of Fire’ playing in the background. 
Once inside the school, we presented Derwent Primary
School’s torchbearers with our Landau Forte College torch
and explained to a large selection of students and parents
why we had designed the torch and what we had
incorporated in our design and why. 

The experience really showed students how important sport
is in inspiring and engaging young people with the London
2012 Olympics. 

G Rowland

1st

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
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MOT – PASSED! 

13

E-Safety week was a really beneficial week for our students.
All year groups did some e-Safety education in their various
learning sessions that was tailored to their needs.  Year 11
watched a video highlighting the dangers of ‘sexting’ and
produced information sheets that were displayed around the
College.  Year 10 completed a speaking and listening
assessment using a video from CEOP as stimulus.  Year 9
worked in conjunction with the survey to analyse the data
gained, whilst Year 8 created an e-Safety themed board
game in ICT.  Year 7, keeping the Olympics in mind,
focussed on keeping a healthy balance between physical
activity and computer games.  All students attended a
gathering where they were shown a variety of resources
highlighting the significance of online safety. During this
gathering they were shown the results of the College-wide
survey about their online lives.  This presented a further
opportunity to reinforce advice concerning whom students
should identify as an online friend and appropriate guidance
on not meeting people that they did not know in the real
world.  

As part of e-Safety week, a series of sessions were presented to
students in Tutor Time to promote the safe use of various social
networking websites, specifically Facebook. The Facebook MOT
programme was designed to provide students who use
Facebook with knowledge of the various privacy settings that
help protect us from the dangers of social networking.

These sessions were led by Post 16 students as well as Learning
Tutors who presented the various options and features available
while explaining the importance of these to help stay safe online.
The sessions gave students the unique opportunity to access
Facebook in College allowing them to take part in an interactive
workshop aimed at making their profile more secure there and
then. Students were interested to learn aspects of privacy and
security available to users that they weren't aware of. Some were
even surprised how vulnerable their profiles were and realised
the importance of using security measures. We led a number of
sessions guiding students step by step through the process of
changing important settings to limit who can view the content
published on Facebook. Facebook even has the option to
change who can access status updates, photos and so on
which was uploaded in the past, ensuring all information, not just
posted in the future, is safe.

The outcome of the Facebook MOT sessions was overall very
successful. Although the majority of students using Facebook
had the most important privacy features already activated, there
was a small number who had the opportunity to enable settings
and have the peace of mind to continue to use Facebook safely. 

The e-Safety experience was an eye-opener for students and
tutors alike of how easy it is for others to access our personal
information from social networks. We are all
now further informed about the risks and
potential dangers of using these sites as
well as how to protect our profiles
against them. It was important
for students to take part in
engaging and thought
provoking discussion and we
enjoyed the opportunity to
deliver these sessions.

J Burton and Ben Burton,
Year 13

On May 27, I was delighted to see our
very own Landau Forte Technician, Mr
Stephen Needham, compete in the World
BMX Championships at the National
Indoor Arena in Birmingham.  

Qualifying to ride against some of the best
BMX bikers in the world is a huge
achievement and Mr Needham dazzled
the audience with his smooth jumps and
speedy wheel spinning.

Mr Needham originally started BMX biking
as a way to spend time with his son at
Nottingham Outlaws BMX club.  His wife
and son proudly cheered Mr Needham on
as he zipped up and down the undulating
course dressed in bright red and blue
colours to represent his country.

According to the results, Mr Needham

ranks as the 18th best BMX cruiser in our
country for his age category (which I had
better not reveal) - but here he is our
number one biking technician! What an
achievement! Congratulations Mr
Needham! 

BMX Tricks Questions:

What is an Abubaca?
When a rider goes up the BMX ramp,
touches the back tire to the coping, then
rides back down fakie. 

What is a Fufana?
Like an abucaca, except that the rider
comes down riding forward.

L Wahid

BMX WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

AT LFC
Dear Students and Parents/Carers

Please can we encourage you to use our new online
payment service. ParentPay enables you to pay for any of
your child’s College expenses:

- Visits
- Breakfast lunch and drinks
- After-college extension groups

If you can access the internet then ParentPay is a secure
and more convenient way to manage the cash your child
spends at College. Students don’t need to carry cash,
reducing the risk of it being lost and ensuring that it is used
for the intended purpose.  

For more details and to set up your account please go to
www.landau-forte.org.uk/about/parentpay

C Astell-Crocker
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gained, whilst Year 8 created an e-Safety themed board
game in ICT.  Year 7, keeping the Olympics in mind,
focussed on keeping a healthy balance between physical
activity and computer games.  All students attended a
gathering where they were shown a variety of resources
highlighting the significance of online safety. During this
gathering they were shown the results of the College-wide
survey about their online lives.  This presented a further
opportunity to reinforce advice concerning whom students
should identify as an online friend and appropriate guidance
on not meeting people that they did not know in the real
world.  

As part of e-Safety week, a series of sessions were presented to
students in Tutor Time to promote the safe use of various social
networking websites, specifically Facebook. The Facebook MOT
programme was designed to provide students who use
Facebook with knowledge of the various privacy settings that
help protect us from the dangers of social networking.

These sessions were led by Post 16 students as well as Learning
Tutors who presented the various options and features available
while explaining the importance of these to help stay safe online.
The sessions gave students the unique opportunity to access
Facebook in College allowing them to take part in an interactive
workshop aimed at making their profile more secure there and
then. Students were interested to learn aspects of privacy and
security available to users that they weren't aware of. Some were
even surprised how vulnerable their profiles were and realised
the importance of using security measures. We led a number of
sessions guiding students step by step through the process of
changing important settings to limit who can view the content
published on Facebook. Facebook even has the option to
change who can access status updates, photos and so on
which was uploaded in the past, ensuring all information, not just
posted in the future, is safe.

The outcome of the Facebook MOT sessions was overall very
successful. Although the majority of students using Facebook
had the most important privacy features already activated, there
was a small number who had the opportunity to enable settings
and have the peace of mind to continue to use Facebook safely. 

The e-Safety experience was an eye-opener for students and
tutors alike of how easy it is for others to access our personal
information from social networks. We are all
now further informed about the risks and
potential dangers of using these sites as
well as how to protect our profiles
against them. It was important
for students to take part in
engaging and thought
provoking discussion and we
enjoyed the opportunity to
deliver these sessions.

J Burton and Ben Burton,
Year 13

On May 27, I was delighted to see our
very own Landau Forte Technician, Mr
Stephen Needham, compete in the World
BMX Championships at the National
Indoor Arena in Birmingham.  

Qualifying to ride against some of the best
BMX bikers in the world is a huge
achievement and Mr Needham dazzled
the audience with his smooth jumps and
speedy wheel spinning.

Mr Needham originally started BMX biking
as a way to spend time with his son at
Nottingham Outlaws BMX club.  His wife
and son proudly cheered Mr Needham on
as he zipped up and down the undulating
course dressed in bright red and blue
colours to represent his country.

According to the results, Mr Needham

ranks as the 18th best BMX cruiser in our
country for his age category (which I had
better not reveal) - but here he is our
number one biking technician! What an
achievement! Congratulations Mr
Needham! 

BMX Tricks Questions:

What is an Abubaca?
When a rider goes up the BMX ramp,
touches the back tire to the coping, then
rides back down fakie. 

What is a Fufana?
Like an abucaca, except that the rider
comes down riding forward.

L Wahid

BMX WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

AT LFC
Dear Students and Parents/Carers

Please can we encourage you to use our new online
payment service. ParentPay enables you to pay for any of
your child’s College expenses:

- Visits
- Breakfast lunch and drinks
- After-college extension groups

If you can access the internet then ParentPay is a secure
and more convenient way to manage the cash your child
spends at College. Students don’t need to carry cash,
reducing the risk of it being lost and ensuring that it is used
for the intended purpose.  

For more details and to set up your account please go to
www.landau-forte.org.uk/about/parentpay

C Astell-Crocker
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20/20 VISION

The College is always open to new ideas
and when parent, Mr Jon Collins (now
Team Manager), approached us with the
suggestion that the College join the NSEA
we were keen to get involved. The
National Schools Equestrian Association
was set up to allow students to compete
for their schools/colleges in equestrian
events. They run events for all ages and
abilities including a ‘Grass Roots’
programme for riders that may not have
competed at all before. 

This year our only actively competing
student has been Harriet Collins and she
has done us proud bringing back a
number of rosettes even in the face of stiff
competition from other riders.  

On the 19th May the first event, dressage,
run under the Landau Forte banner was
held at Broomfield and attended by our
Principal. The event was a huge success
and many thanks to those involved in
making this happen. A further show
jumping event is planned for September.

We are excited to announce that next year
will see the creation of an equestrian
extension group. To start with this will be
based in College but our ‘Supporting
Tutor’ for our NSEA membership, Miss
Brown) is exploring ways of allowing
students more hands on experience of
our equine friends. 

A Brown

NATIONAL SCHOOLS 
EQUESTRIAN 
ASSOCIATION AT LFC
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The view from the saddle...

This is the first year that Landau Forte College has been a member of the NSEAand I have been competing regularly on behalf of the College. So far I am the onlystudent that is competing for the College and Landau Forte have been verysupportive of the results that I have been coming home with. 
I have two ponies and I often ride them at all levels and in all different phases fordressage, show jumping and eventing.  I really enjoy competing for the College andit would be great to have a College team.

There are a number of local schools that have great teams who frequently compete and it wouldbe lovely if we could form a team to compete against them. 
The venue that I most regularly compete at is Beaver Hall near Leek, just over the border inStaffordshire. I have been placed at every single one of my competitions here. I was third andfourth in the ‘Jumping with style’ class. I competed at Broomfield Hall South Trent Pony Clubcompetition, which was run by the Pony Club and Landau Forte College. I was placed on both myponies in fifth and sixth place. My aim is to qualify for the NSEA Championships at Addington,Buckinghamshire, in October.

Harriet Collins, Year 8

While at Landau Forte College, Matt
and Steven were key players in one of
the most dynamic Student Council
teams we’ve been fortunate enough to
appoint.  Their learning was
approached with the same innovation
and zeal, equipping them to make
highly successful transitions.

Matt’s next step was to complete a BSc
in Geography and Management at
Loughborough University.  With his
highly effective transferrable skills, the
impact he made during his sandwich
year placement with BT secured his
employment with the group upon
completing the fourth year of his degree.
Having gained a first-class honours
degree in Economics and Finance from
Keele University, Steven was awarded a
place on a highly competitive graduate
scheme with Lloyds Banking Group,

experiencing many aspects of the
business and all that London has to
offer.  Steven reflects:
‘Landau Forte College gave me a solid
academic and extra-curricular
grounding which acted as a
springboard to attaining my degree and
finally a place on the graduate scheme.
The voluntary roles I undertook, such as
Chair of Student Council, whilst at
Landau Forte were a huge contributor in
‘standing out from the crowd’ when it
came down to interviews with
prospective employers.’
Moreover, Matt and Steven’s incredible
commitment to Cancer Research UK,
which began while they were students at
the College, has been truly awe-
inspiring.  Their voluntary work
underpins the annual Relay for Life at
Moorways Stadium in July each year,
with 2011’s event raising nearly £30,000.

Matt thanked the ‘inspirational cancer
survivors’ involved in the event:
‘Sunshine, laughter and reflection... the
best weekend of the year.’ Last autumn,
Matt volunteered yet more of his time to
help build houses for villagers in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, as part of a Tabitha
Foundation project.
Having already ready achieved more in
their young lives than most people will in
a lifetime, what does the future hold for
these two alumni? Well, at time of going
to press, Steven is further enhancing his
professional profile by completing his
Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants (CIMA) qualifications;
meanwhile, Matt is drawing on his
effective project-management
competencies as the Assistant Venue
Telecoms Manager for the London 2012
Olympics.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Steven Kew
Class of 2006

Then: Business, English, ICT

Now: Lloyds Banking Group

Matthew Hughes
Class of 2006

Then: Business, Geography, ICT

Now: Commercial Manager, 

BT Business

Special 20th Year Anniversary Edition

See the future: as we celebrate our
20th Anniversary, we catch up with 20
of our alumni to celebrate their
achievements since leaving the
College.

Current students, colleagues and
parents, alike, will be inspired by the
stories that unfold over the pages of

this first instalment.  The future for our
students is dazzlingly bright, and we
are proud to have played a part in their
life’s journey. 
What better place to start than two of
our alumni who never fail to make an
impression wherever they go, Steven
Kew and Matt Hughes, who first
amazed us with their creative energy in

the Student Council executive.  The
pair have invested notable time and
energy to aid our launch of the Alumni
network, a remarkable feat considering
their incredibly busy lives.  Former staff
and students can sign up now at:
www.landau-forte.org.uk/alumni
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I left Landau in 2001 to go to the
University of Hull to study History.  I was
able to select a variety of courses,
ranging from the Norman Conquest to
the 1960s.  I specialised in Modern
European History, particularly looking at
German, Russian and American History.  

Following the completion of my degree, I
went on to study for a Post Graduate
Certificate in Education at York,
specialising in History and now am
Curriculum Leader for History back at

Landau!  I am not the only previous
Landau student to still call it home:
Natalie Siviter (née Chambers) also
teaches Mathematics here, and the
nerve-centre of the PA office is manned
by former students, Lauren
Walendziewski and Kerrie Broderick.

The transferrable skills I gained at Landau
stood me in really good stead for my
degree; I was able to develop as an
independent learner which, when faced
with the immense freedom given to you at

university, paid dividends.  The stretch
and rigour of academic life at university
was something that I relished and I would
love to go back and complete a Masters,
if time would allow!

I really enjoy teaching at Landau and it’s
interesting seeing the operation of the
College from the ‘other side’, especially
working with tutors who taught me, like Mr
Holmes and Mrs Coffey, of course!

Jennifer Burton (née Dade)
Class of 2001

Then: English, Geography, History 

Now: Curriculum Leader for History, Landau Forte College

Before I began studying History and
English at St Peter's College, I held no
strong opinions on how the two
disciplines should interrelate. Of course,
in the weeks leading up to my Oxford
interview I prepared passionate
arguments, but in truth I just wanted to
continue studying the two subjects I
loved.

Now things have changed. Unlike their
single-honours counterparts, History and
English students have the opportunity to
engage with cutting-edge scholarship.
We are encouraged to evaluate the
working methods of pioneering
academics like the New Formalists, who
first appeared about a decade ago but
are only just starting to gain a foothold in
mainstream academia. 

As well as studying broad theoretical
debates, on the History side of my course

I've studied the political and social history
of Tudor and Stuart England, and I have
been praised for my innovative analyses
of the relationship between sixteenth-
century thought and language. For
another paper I examined the effects of
folklorism on European politics,
marshalling evidence from intellectuals
and artists as diverse as Herder,
Stravinsky and the Brothers Grimm.

My English studies have been focussed
mostly on the Victorian period. I've
studied canonical authors, from Dickens
to Eliot, alongside more obscure writers
like Edwin A. Abbott, author of the
wonderfully surreal Flatland. My work on
unconventional texts such as Victorian
clothing advertisements and popular
ballads has swiftly given me a reputation
as an experimentalist, and I certainly
enjoy straying from heavily footprinted
paths. In my second term I wrote an

essay on punctuation in Victorian Gothic
writing, which was rather generously
described by my tutor as 'breathtaking'.
During my time here I have also
developed my love of poetry; not only
have I had a piece published in a 64-
page anthology, but I also won second
prize in St Peter's' annual poetry
competition.

Before I started my course I was fixated
by a passage of writing by Alan Bennett,
where he described making the leap from
a state grammar school to Oxford, and
having to compete with public school
students much cleverer and better
educated than himself. I must confess
that my own experiences have been quite
the opposite. I have not once felt
intimidated or inadequate, and a good
deal of my academic confidence is
certainly founded on the first-rate training I
received at Landau Forte College.

After the completion of my A Levels in
2007, I went to King’s College, London
to study Pharmacology. As part of my
degree, I undertook an industrial
placement year with a pharmaceutical
company, UCB Celltech, in drugs
discovery and development. During my
placement, I had the opportunity to carry
out novel scientific research into severe
asthma, a debilitating type of asthma for
which there are no suitable treatments. 

The stressful experiments and late nights
in the lab did not manage to put me off
science for life and, indeed, encouraged
me to pursue a career in scientific
research. When I returned to King’s, I
began the process of PhD applications

(and rejections!) alongside my final year
studies. In 2011, I was awarded a four-
year funded studentship by the MRC and
Asthma UK Centre for Allergic
Mechanisms of Asthma, a collaboration
formed between the Medical Research
Council, Asthma UK, Imperial College and
King’s College London to further the
research for new and better treatments for
asthma. Since starting my studentship, I
have had the opportunity to explore a
range of themes in asthma, including the
investigation into why asthmatics suffer
more severely from the common cold
than healthy individuals. 

My current research aims to look at how
sensory nerves in the airways cause

cough, a key symptom of asthma and
many lung diseases. We hope that our
work will increase our knowledge of how
the airways function and the changes that
occur during disease, to contribute to the
development of new asthma therapies. 

As with most things in life, science does
not always run smoothly and there have
been (and will be) many ups and downs
during the course of this ‘character
building’ PhD experience. Nevertheless, I
am grateful for the opportunities that I
have been given so far in these early
stages of my career and feel privileged to
continue working alongside world-class
researchers in the field of respiratory
medicine. 

Yee-Man Ching
Class of 2007 

Then: Art, Biology, Chemistry
Now: PhD research into the mechanisms of asthma and cough at the 

National Heart and Lung Institute, Imperial College, London 
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Jon McGovern
Class of 2011

Then: History, English, ICT

Now: History and English at St Peter's College, University of Oxford

Following my GCSE results, I opted to
take A Levels rather than the
accountancy apprenticeships I had
been offered. When I became a Landau
Forte College Post 16 student, I had no
idea of what A Levels I would take, or
what I wanted to do, but I was
determined that having turned down the
opportunity to do accountancy, I wanted
to do something more that offered me a
real challenge and career path. 

After a pleasing set of AS Level Results, I
was given all the help and guidance I
could ask for in submitting an application
to study Philosophy, Politics and
Economics (PPE) at Oxford University,
and, with a bit of good fortune, I took up
my place there in October 2008. 

In Oxford, you are made to feel as if every
door you could possibly wish to open is
waiting there for you to unlock. The typical
career for a PPEist is to go in to Politics
(indeed both David Cameron and Ed
Miliband are former Oxford PPEists),
although the degree provides you with the
skill set to do anything you may choose. I

did indeed try the world of politics,
working on a campaign with a local MP.
However, after finding that this was more
about potholes than power-broking, I
sought an alternative route. 

One sage tutor put it to me that his
brightest students always gravitate
towards where the power is. In the past,
he said, this was indeed politics. Today,
though, in a globalised, interlinked world,
the real power sits with the financiers.
When the world is hunky dory, the
financiers are to be thanked, and when
the world is falling apart, the financiers are
to be blamed. 

Maybe it was the former I was thinking of
when I applied to go into the world of
investment banking, because being sat
here now, in the latter, one wonders why
one would voluntarily choose to be the
scapegoat of a global financial collapse.
Nevertheless, after a summer internship in
2010 between my second and final years
at Oxford, I was offered a full-time role in
the markets at Deutsche Bank, and
haven't really looked back since. 

Whether it's up or down, boom or bust, I
am sat here in the maelstrom, waiting for
the next headline to move the market, and
trying to call it correctly. In the treacherous
times in which we find ourselves, politics
and economics have never been so
interlinked, and I find the things I learned
at university coming to the fore every day.
Every call you make is challenged: why
will Germany's economy be stronger than
France's? Why should I buy this when I
could buy that? How much better (or
worse) is that than you expected? I have
to use my powers of persuasion, quick
numeracy, and downright persistence
every day, to reassure my clients that they
should be listening to me and no one
else. 

Banking and the markets are unpopular
at the moment, and may never be what
they were when I started looking at them
in 2007. When things go well again,
though – and it may take some time but
they will go well again – it'll be thanks, in
part, to the City. I want to be a part of that
turn around, and have a front row seat as
it happens. 

Adam Bowler
Class of 2008

Then: English, French, Geography, Mathematics

Now: Media and Tech Equity Specialist, Deutsche Bank
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they were when I started looking at them
in 2007. When things go well again,
though – and it may take some time but
they will go well again – it'll be thanks, in
part, to the City. I want to be a part of that
turn around, and have a front row seat as
it happens. 

Adam Bowler
Class of 2008

Then: English, French, Geography, Mathematics

Now: Media and Tech Equity Specialist, Deutsche Bank
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After 7 years at Landau Forte College, I
joined my elder brother, Patrick, at
Cambridge, who, after taking a year in
industry with Rolls-Royce, began his
degree in 2009.  My twin brother,
Christopher, became a member of the
University at the same time as me: my
friends, confusing the two of us in the
first term, were surprised to see me in
both physics and maths lectures at the
same time!

It's difficult to describe life at Cambridge.
There's more work than I'd have thought
possible, and the course is extremely
challenging, but to feel each day like you
understand more of the fundamental
language of the universe, and to be
surrounded by others who find the same
joy in their own subjects, is thrilling. As
Chris puts it: “For one of the first times in
my life, I'm not the geekiest person I
know.”  What is more, being able to
cope with the workload, thanks in part to

the personal study skills fostered in
STEP practice sessions with Mr
Frankenburg, brings a colossal sense of
achievement, and the reward of May
Week celebrations and parties.

These picnics, balls, and cardboard boat
races, while the pay-off for the end of
exams, are also the culmination of a year
of social life. Somehow, I've ended up
President of the Pirate Society- perhaps
heralded by a Critical Thinking debate on
International Talk Like a Pirate Day- while
Chris goes hiking with the Hill-walking
Club, and Pat's the technical director for
Jazz @ John's, where “you get free
pizza, jazz and whisky and lots of
interesting buttons to press.” Meanwhile,
the close-knit collegiate community
means there are always friends with
whom to go to some of the many
amateur theatre productions, concerts,
and film nights on each week. While
there's nothing quite like Mr Coffey's

blend of music and theatre, recent
adaptations of Brecht's Mother Courage
and Bergman's The Seventh Seal were
fantastic, and playing in the informal
college orchestra is great fun.

Looking to life after Cambridge, the
many options available make it difficult to
decide which field to enter. Thankfully,
there are a range of opportunities during
the summer's long vacation. This year,
Chris will be working with the British
Antarctic Survey in Cambridge, while I'll
be helping to research liquid nitrogen-
cooled lasers in California, as an insight
into a career in academia. Patrick,
having investigated super-hydrophobic
nanostructures last summer, will be
working with Bombardier and also
preparing for his fourth year project on
ultrasonic transducers. Whatever we
choose to do in the future, it would have
been impossible without the support of
Landau Forte College and its staff.

Patrick Arran
Class of 2008

Then: Chemistry, Mathematics,
Further Mathematics, Physics

Now: Engineering Tripos at St.
John's College, University of
Cambridge

Christopher Arran
Class of 2010

Then: Chemistry, German,
Mathematics, Further
Mathematics, Physics

Now: Natural Sciences at
Emmanuel College,
University of Cambridge

Matthew Arran
Class of 2010

Then: Chemistry, Mathematics,
Further Mathematics, Physics

Now: Mathematics at St.
Catharine's College,
University of Cambridge

The Derby County Enterprise Academy has proved to be a
successful extension activity for Business Studies. Year 9
students who have been attending every Tuesday
throughout Term 4 and 5 have thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to discover more about business and
enterprise. 

At the start of the programme Landau Forte College was
fortunate enough to be invited to visit the stadium on the same
evening that there was a game scheduled between Derby
County and Nottingham Forest. There was certainly a buzz in
the air! We had a chance to meet a range of Derby County

employees from a variety of
departments, including the very busy
staff in hospitality and security who were preparing for the
match. A highlight of the tour was an impromptu talk from BBC
Radio Derby’s Colin Bloomfield who was setting up in the press
area. The students were also able to see the pre-match
dressing room with all the kits laid out, ready for the big game,
which Derby County won 1-0!

Five teams of students returned to Pride Park stadium last week
to do ‘The Big Pitch’ which was a presentation of their product
or service ideas for the club. The quality of the presentations
and the students’ ideas were fantastic and really impressed the
panel of judges. The ideas included ‘shout to win’, a concept
which encouraged more noise in the stadium, cat and dog
accessories, DCFC perfume and aftershaves, an American
style drinks hat and a portable cushion. 

T Fazekas

DERBY COUNTY 
MEANS BUSINESS!

Last term the Year 11 BTEC Business students went
on an educational visit to Cadbury’s World with Mrs
Fazekas. The purpose of this visit was to explore the
concept of branding and promotion applied to a real
business to be able to complete our assignment. We
had an in depth marketing lecture from a Cadbury’s
Marketing Assistant and we had an opportunity to ask
questions and discover more about the Cadbury brand. 

We took a tour around Cadbury World. It was great to
learn about the history of Cadbury’s and how the business
began. We also got the chance to see how Cadbury’s
promotional material has changed over the past 100 years
since they began in business. We really enjoyed the day
and we gained a lot of knowledge about branding and
promotion. We also got a good insight on CHOCOLATE!!!  

We are really grateful to Mrs Fazekas for giving us the
opportunity to take a visit to Cadbury’s World as it helped
us on our Unit 21 Promoting and Branding in Retail
Business coursework. This visit has really brought the
theory to life.

Mariya Ahmed and Alisha Rashid, Year 11
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The Right Worshipful, The Mayor of the City of Derby,
Councillor Les Allen came to Landau Forte College on
the 26 March 2012 to congratulate the success and
entrepreneurialism of Landau Forte College students.

Trade Fair is an event that celebrates culture, commerce
and community.  This year students explored the culture
of China and coincided their event to fit alongside
Chinese New Year—the Year of the Dragon!

Year 8 students spent a term or two across all subjects
exploring the diversities of Chinese commerce, culture
and community.  Grouped into 24 companies, named
after the zodiac animals, they worked in business teams
of about seven members.  Each student played an
important role within the company:  whether it was in
Project Management, Marketing, Sales Strategy,
International Relations, Environment Management or
Finance, each member of each company got to
experience the challenges and rewards of the world of
business and entrepreneurialism.

On 16 February 2012 students shared their discoveries
and exhibited the products they both designed and
made on interactive trade stalls.  They also showcased
their break-even graphs and company initiatives with 

TRADE FAIR 2012:
Celebrating China, Commerce,
Culture and Community

web-based portfolios.  There were exciting dramatic
performances and dragon dances delivered by
students on the day and delicious Chinese cuisine
prepared for the visitors by the students.

We were delighted with the positive contribution of
visiting professionals, governors and parents that
attended the event, and their comments and feedback
were invaluable.  Visitors critiqued the student
company’s product quality, selling techniques and
ability to share their learning experiences.  From this
they decided which companies to give their ‘Dragon
cash’ to and place orders.   

The company with the most sales at the end of the
day was declared the winning company.  Alongside
this, visitors were asked to nominate companies for
different categories including Best Web-based
Portfolio, Best International Communications, Most
Effective Sales Strategies, Most Innovative Trade Fair
Stand, Best Company Logo Design and Best Quality
Products.  Also visitors were able to reward individual
students for their efforts and professionalism with
credits and by nominating individuals for exceptional
contribution.  The results were as follows:

L Wahid

Visitor Feedback:

‘It was a well put together enjoyable event’ 

‘Students were highly enthusiastic – so
lovely to be a part of. Thank you’

‘Fantastic seeing the students work together’

‘Excellent experience, well organised’

LANDAU FORTE
COLLEGE STUDENTS
CELEBRATE THEIR
BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURIAL
SUCCESS! 

1ST 2ND 3RD

BEST WEB BASED PORTFOLIO Yang Monkey Yang Dog Yin Sheep

BEST COMPANY LOGO Yin Tiger Yin Monkey Yang Sheep

BEST INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS Yin Rat Yang Dog Yang Pig

MOST EFFECTIVE SALE STRATEGIES Yin Rat Yin Monkey Yang Tiger

MOST INNOVATIVE TRADE FAIR STALL Yin Rat Yin Monkey Yin Tiger

BEST QUALITY PRODUCTS Yin Rat Yin Monkey Yin Rabbit

OVERALL WINNER (BASED ON MOST SALES) Yin Rat Yin Monkey Yin Dragon

PERSONAL NOMINEE Oyon Hussain
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Genets are members of the mongoose family from Southern
Africa, just one of a number of exotic animals that Steven
Rowland of Tropical Inc brought in to show the Year 7 students
recently.  Skye was a great favourite with all the students
because of her beautiful colouring and amazingly athletic
leaps all around S10, which was acting as a temporary zoo for
the day. 

In Term 4, Year 7 studied how animals are adapted to their
environment, as well as how they are affected by humans and
climate change.  Mr Rowland explained to the students how the
animals he had brought in to show them were adapted to live in
their respective habitats.  He also explained how many of the
animals he had brought in were under threat in the wild from the
most dangerous animal on the planet – US!

Meerkats were also on display – students loved to see them scuttle
about the lab looking for food! Many students remarked at how
cute the meerkats were, although Mr Rowland explained that they
can be quite vicious and cruel in order to survive in the wild.

Mary, a baby Boa Constrictor, was also a big hit! Some brave
students volunteered to hold her. It certainly was interesting to
see the mixed reactions of students! Other animal stars were
Flower the skunk, who didn’t smell at all, though the students
were very wary when he raised his tail a few times. Finally, an

orange winged parrot flew all around the room and perched
happily on many students.  Students enjoyed watching him
show his feathers as they clapped to simulate thunder – this is a
behavioural adaptation, as parrots will often shake their feathers
if they think it is raining or about to rain!

We said goodbye to Mr Rowland and the animals at the end of a
fun and fascinating day – we can’t wait to see what animals he
brings next year!

J Naughton and C Parrish

Every other week,
students in Years
7 and 8 are free to
attend Science
WOW! – an
extension where
activities range
from making hot
ice to lucky dip
dissections. 

Last term 20 students carefully delved in to the inner workings
of an army of frogs. The first task was securely hammering
them down onto the dissection board. After that a careful
incision was made which allowed all groups to peel their frog’s
trousers down and expose the nervous system, which could
still be stimulated.

After breaking through the ribcage, some very nimble and keen
hands made their way around the digestive and respiratory
systems within.  The level of precision displayed by all students
was very impressive; particularly those groups who managed
to remove and display the vital organs.

Many students decided to examine the internal structure of the
frogs head; the brain was easily identified and removed, as
were the eyes and tongue. It was a very enjoyable session that
gave students an insight into the technical skills that vets and
surgeons perform on a daily basis.

Science WOW will run again next year so look out for details
around College.

S Hawkley

IS IT A CAT? A
LEMUR? NO,
IT’S A GENET
CALLED SKYE!

WOW SCIENCE!!
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On Tuesday 3 and Wednesday 4 April the whole of Year 7 went to Twycross Zoo.
There were so many different animals to see!  Twycross Zoo specialises in all
kinds of primates and it is the only zoo that has bonobos. Of all the animals
that I saw, my favourite animal of the day was the snow leopard. Throughout
the day there were various competitions running, for example the photo
competition.  Many excellent photographs were submitted and the winner of this
competition was Lilly Loan.  

We all had a talk with a park keeper who spoke to us about endangered animals.  She
showed us items made from ivory and snake skin which both came from animals close
to extinction to highlight the importance of protecting these animals and their habitats.
Finally we got to handle chinchillas, a snake and a cockroach. 

We had lots of rain – even the monkeys hid under blankets to keep dry – but it didn’t
stop us from having fun!  

Ayesha Scott, Year 7

The module four section of our Chemistry exam at first

appeared to be a thick book which nee
ded memorising.

Therefore, as an alternate way of learnin
g, on Tuesday

17th April Year 12 Chemistry students hosted a poster

conference. 

In groups we were given a topic and tasked with creating a

poster. This challenge broadened our understanding and

transformed a mundane learning task into a creative

opportunity to explore each other’s posters, enhancing

our communication skills and encouraging us all to

work as part of a team. Aggie Milner, Year 12, told Newslink: “I

really enjoyed the conference and I felt it helped with my

knowledge of the topics and now I have many notes in

module four that will help me for my exam.” Caroline Brown,

also Year 12, thought: “doing the conference indulged our

creativity and allowed us to be more independent.”

We wanted to make sure this was a success so we all spent

several weeks preparing for the event, creating many

colourful and informative posters. We also produced ‘At a

Glance’ sheets which accompanied each of our posters to

share necessary information. 

Many students, tutors and family members came to the

conference and questioned each of our groups on every

topic. We knew this would happen which certainly spurred us

on to ensure we knew all we needed to about the topic. This

was definitely an entertaining way of preparing for the

Chemistry exam and hopefully the success of the afternoon

will be reflected in our summer results.

Charlotte Ireland, Year 12

CURRICULUM

CHEMISTRY POSTER
CONFERENCE
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As part of our A Level German Course we had the
exciting opportunity to participate in a work placement
exchange with our partner school in Osnabrück, the
Gesamtschule Schinkel.  In January, my family and I
hosted our second exchange student, Chiara.  Hosting a
student can be a challenge, but also an enriching
experience.  Chiara and I had never met previously, aside
from a few emails, so I learnt a lot about how to
communicate and develop a relationship quickly.

Whilst she was here it was her birthday and me and my
family did our best to help her celebrate her special day.
Chiara, was part of a group of eight students visiting from

Osnabrück, who had work placements in schools, shops
and businesses in Derby.  Chiara had two placements, one
in a music shop and one in a primary school.

The hosts were from Year 11 and Year 12 and we all
enjoyed the exchange in different ways.  We took part in a
whole range of activities which deepened our friendships,
such as bowling, ice skating and day trips to Nottingham.
We can’t wait to go out and stay with our new friends in
Osnabrück in July.  At the same time A Level Spanish
students will be forming new friendships with their
exchange partners in Granada, Spain.

The languages team will be looking for Landau Forte
College students to host young people from Osnabrück in
January 2013.  If you think you might be interested, then
contact Mr Calow (calow@landau-forte.org.uk).  I have
been involved in this programme for two years now and I
would recommend it to anyone with an interest in
languages or in having a bit of excitement in their lives!  

Charlotte Allseybrook, Year 12

FRIENDSHIPS 
ACROSS EUROPE

FASHION CLUB
Fashion Club is every Tuesday from 4-5pm.  It has been running
since January and we have students ranging from Year 7
through to Year 10 attending most weeks.  We make a variety of
projects ranging from bags to skirts and dresses depending on
how confident students are on a sewing machine.  I like to think
it is a very laid back atmosphere where anyone can come
along, learn a new skill and make new friends.  If you are
interested in joining us next term us just come and see Miss
Bovis in Technology.

“I really enjoyed Fashion Club, because it was a new experience to
try something related to what I enjoy. At first I made a clutch bag,
which turned out pretty good. Then I got the chance to make a
dress of my choice on what type. So I chose a knee-length, ivory
dress with a halter-neck for support. I enjoy sewing on the sewing
machine, and I guess that’s why I enjoy fashion club so much.
Overall, I think Fashion Club is a great opportunity for anyone to try
and get involved with, it’s a great club to go to, after College, and
personally I would love to continue with the club in Year 9”. 

Mia Thorpe, Year 8

Landau Forte College July 2012

25

CURRICULUM/ART

On 22 June, my BTEC Art
class visited the University of
Derby degree exhibition.  I
enjoyed walking round and
seeing all the different
photography and textiles, it
was really different.  My
favourite piece was
Alexandria’s, where bullets
were being shot into clay to
form different shapes; I really
liked this piece because it
was so imaginative and
unique.  Seeing artwork in
the flesh means you can see
all the intimate detail and

huge variety of ideas and
techniques used.  I think it’s
amazing what you can
develop simple ideas into.
Going to the University of
Derby helped my BTEC
course by showing me the
possibilities are endless. 

Harper Coe, Year 10

THE 
GREAT
EXHIBITION

Following months of
development work in
sessions and at the
Broadway Cinema, our
BTEC Diploma art students
created their chapter in a
feature film as part of a
larger film for a project
called ‘Right Up My Street.’ 

We spent a weekend in May
at two different film locations
in Nottingham. Students

were involved in all aspects
of the making of their part of
the film, from script writing,
shooting the film, recording
sound, producing, directing,
photographing, props and
set design, costume and
makeup and overseeing
continuity. Everyone enjoyed
the weekend which most of
the group attended and
there was even a cameo
appearance from myself and

Miss O'Mara! 

It was great to see the final
outcome on Saturday June 2
at the Broadway Red Carpet
Event. The film looked
fantastic on the big screen
and fitted in really well with
the other films from schools
in Derbyshire and
Nottinghamshire. 

G Maidment 

THE RED CARPET EVENT:
FILM FANTASTIC!
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PA

The headline last year was: ‘Drama entrants have to
bring to life a published text and save their own
creative writing skills for the Devised Work
Competition!’  This year the news that ‘Musical
Performer of the Year is now split into two categories:
Vocalist and Instrumentalist,’ caused quite a stir in the
media, but delighted our musicians as singers no
longer had to compete against instrumental players.
As the dust settled, we all realised this was good
news.  There was a slight complication for the judges
as some students were able to both sing and play an
instrument, at the same time!  

The audition process for both music and drama was a
huge process, with even more entrants this year, all
gaining credits for their Division as part of the
Interdivision Competition.  After a very tough job of
selection by the music and drama tutors, the finalists
gave the judges an even tougher job on the night of the
competition.

The Junior Drama finalists, Philip Hutchinson, Chantelle
Rushton, Amy Hallford, Ashley Hearn, Caitlin Barton
and Jaydn Thompson, brought us a whole range of
emotion and characters, from the homeless to a prima
donna actress and from Shakespeare  to Alice in
Wonderland.  The Musicians, Aaron Austria, Clodagh
Holmes, Holly Morgan, Katherine Welsh, Jaydn
Thompson and Gabi Green, equally delighted us with
some fantastic vocals and Instrumental playing ranging
from violin and cornet, to a multitude of different sized
recorders played by Helena Thomas.

READ ALL 
ABOUT IT!

Junior Vocal Performer Katherine Welsh

Junior Instrumental Performer Helena Thomas

Junior Dramatic Monologue Jadyn Thompson

Senior Vocal Performer Henry Sharpe

Senior Instrumental Performer Adam Woolley

Senior Dramatic Monologue Molly Coffey

Techies of the Year Oliver De Lange, Alice Church, 

Daniel Goodall and Lucy Knight

Outstanding Performer of the Year Alice Church and Adam 

Woolley

A Wrampling

The Seniors, Molly Coffey, Daniel Woolley and Sarah
Hutchinson continued to delight the audience with extracts
from Shakespeare, and a recent production of ‘The Children
of Hercules’ by Derby Live Youth Theatre.  Instruments ranged
from a Melodeon, Leah Morgan, to a French Horn, Lauren
Collings.  Guitars and voice came from Adam Woolley, Rachel
Perera and Henry Sharp, with superb vocals from Katherine
Winfield and Molly Coffey.

While the judges deliberated, we were entertained by Singers,
Band and Senior Dancers.  The ‘Techies’ helped to give the
audience a feast of Performing Arts talent from the beginning
to the end of the evening. 

A massive well done to all involved!  The winners of the
evening were:

Special 20th Year Anniversary Edition
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Jack prefers to live life in a virtual world, until his computer has
other ideas.  Calling for help, Mercury, Messenger of the Gods,
arrives in a burst of thunder, with some rapping advice:

“Let me tell you about the Greeks,
‘Cause the word down on the street, 
Was If you want to find your way,
Sport and Music everyday”

Jack and his computer components get sporty, and musical,
in a quest to help Jack find that balance between the virtual
and the real.

That was the plot of the opening performance on stage at
Darley Park on June 29.  Landau Forte Youth Theatre lived up
to their reputation of creating original music theatre, packed
with energising music, dance and drama.  Nothing new about
performing at the ‘big venue’ for these young people, you may
have seen their acclaimed presentation last year at the Darley
Park Concert, in front of 30,000 people!  What is astonishing is
that the Youth Theatre constructed this piece during their
GCSE and A level exams.  An Olympic achievement the Greek
Gods would be proud of!

The costumes were designed and managed by 
Tim Heywood from Derby Theatre whose past credits
include ‘Pirates of The Caribbean’.  Tutors and students
in Art worked with the cast and Tim to take the ingenious
designs from the virtual to reality.  

“It was not just the fantastic support we had putting the show
together that was exciting, the thrill of working and sharing the
stage with professional performers, made the experience
unique and very special.  This stands out as one of the best
projects I have been involved in during my five years in the
Youth Theatre,”  said Alice Church, who has just completed
her A Levels and will be going to university in the autumn.

If you missed ‘Jack be Nimble’, look out for the 20th
Anniversary Celebrations on 6 September when, with a little
help from ‘The Gods’, Jack will be getting nimble again. 

The whole team certainly got an Olympic Gold!  Well done.

A Coffey

JACK BE NIMBLE 
JACK BE QUICK
JACK HAS GONE OLYMPIC!

PASpecial 20th Year Anniversary Edition
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SPORT

INTERDIVISION SPORTS 
COMPETITION 2011/2012

Year Boys (Basketball) Girls (Netball) 
7 Forte Forte
8 Landau 2 Forte
9 Landau 1 Forte 2
10 Landau 2 Forte
11 Forte 1 Cancelled
STAFF Forte Forte

In Term 4, students competed against each other in cricket
and rounders.  Despite problems with the weather, many
students took part and subsequently it was a great
success.  Here are the winners:

Singles
Year Boys (Basketball) Girls (Netball) 
7&8 Forte 1 Forte
9&10 Landau Landau
P16&Staff Draw Draw

P Thompson

The 2011/2012 academic year Interdivision Sports Competitions continued with basketball and netball during Term 3.  As usual
one credit was awarded to every student that took part and three for every student in the winning team.  Again, large number
of students in the College took the opportunity to get involved and compete for their division.  Here are the winning teams:

Boys Football
All of our football squads have
finished the season on a
positive note. Many of the
teams finished mid-table in their
respective leagues and all
demonstrated excellent
commitment and dedication
throughout the season. The
Year 7 squad started their
campaign with a victory at
Leesbrook and continued to
improve throughout the season.
Our Year 8 boys completed their
first season in the City “A”

league
with an
impressive record and we look
forward to challenging for the
title again in the coming season.
Season highlights included the
Year 8’s beating Chellaston and
Littleover as well as scoring 7
past Leesbrook, the Year 9 boys
also scoring 7 past Da Vinci and
the Year 10 squad beating West
Park 6-1. 

P Harvey

The Information Centre has run a
number of competition quizzes during
the last few months, all corresponding
to the displays and resources on
show in the Centre.

In April we remembered the loss of the
Titanic on its maiden voyage to New
York on the 100th anniversary, with a
corner of the Centre being turned into a
2nd class cabin similar to those aboard
the doomed ship.  There were lots of
books relating to the disaster and even
several versions of the film playing in
the background throughout the day.
The quiz was completed by a number
of students with Ayesha Scott (Yr 7) just
beating Joel Shinu (Yr 8) and Ben
Yeomans (Yr 10) for first prize. The
winner and runners up all received gift
tokens.

April was also the time for students
to test their knowledge of England and
Saint George.  Red and white bowler
hats were given out to those who
completed the quiz and the outright
winner was Chloe Manley (Yr 11) who
received a gift token.

In June the Queen visited the IC (at
least a full size cardboard cut out did!)
and beneath the Union bunting, she
regally watched over the display of new
royal books, bought specially for the
Jubilee.  A display case on the mall
contained lots of memorabilia from
previous royal events and of course
there was a competition quiz to see
how much students could find out
about Queen Elizabeth II.  All entrants
received a bar of commemorative
chocolate with the winner Amber

Rudge
(Yr 8) taking
home the special edition
Royal Mint coin.  Four runners up, Joel
Shinu (Yr 8), Saffron Jackson (Yr 8),
Alicia Gwinnutt (Yr 12) and Natalie
Walker (Yr 13) also received British
lions with their chocolate.

By the time you read this, the
Information Centre will have been set
up for the Olympics and yes, there will
have been a quiz – I wonder who the
winners will be!

Cherry Holme 
Information Centre Manager

QUIZZES AND
QUEENS

The following students have created
this Olympic Banner as part of the
national Olympic celebrations in Art
Extension this term. On Friday 29
June, you will be able to see this
banner at Darley Park alongside
others made by students from various
local schools.  

This banner displays the sport of water
polo, and shows the seven Olympic

and Paralympic values: respect, excellence, friendship, courage, determination, inspiration, and equality.   Well done to all
the students who contributed!

OLYMPIC
BANNER

Tom Christian Year 8 JOH
Xaffie Evans Year 9 RPH
Ellice Wymer Year 8 FH
Bethany Lewis Year 8 JOH

Eva Wan Year 9 BMW
Aaminah Aris Year 7 SDC
Sana Pervez Year 7 LH

L Wahid

Special 20th Year Anniversary Edition
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TWICKENHAM VISIT
This year we were fortunate enough to obtain fifteen tickets
to go to Twickenham Stadium to watch the British University
and College’s Rugby Championship finals. The students
were selected based on their enthusiasm and commitment
towards Rugby extension and fixtures.

Alongside Mr Bathew and Miss Ogden, the students arrived at
College at 7.00am ready to head down the M1 towards the
ground and the day did not disappoint!  The students were
able to visit the Twickenham Rugby Shop and buy some
memorabilia, and, placed in the glorious sunshine were able to
watch two fantastic games of rugby featuring some of
England’s Rugby Stars of the future! 

The first game played featured the women’s teams of Leeds
Carnage v UWIC (winners: UWIC), followed by Durham
University v Hartpury College (Winners: Hartpury).  

The boys were greatly impressed with the size of the stadium

and left in awe at
the quality of the
dynamic fast-paced
running, passing
and general game
play.  

L Ogden

I was delighted to announce that Landau Forte College had
been successful in the Wimbledon ballot for the second year
running – this time having both Centre Court tickets and Court
Number 2.  We were especially excited at the fact that we had
been allocated Wednesday 4th July which meant we would see
the Men’s Quarter Finals!

The students who were invited to attend were ones who had
represented the College in Tennis matches throughout the year
and those that had shown a dedication and commitment to
extension clubs.  It was a very exciting opportunity for those
involved and had been eagerly watching Wimbledon all week to
discover who we would get to see on the big day.

The line up was tremendous.  First on Centre Court would be
Roger Federer against Mikhail Youzhny, followed by Andy Murray
against David Ferrer.  Both matches showed tennis excellence at
its best – the students were amazed. They also had a great view
of the celebrities that were in the crowd including Tennis
Champions Andre Agassi and Steffi Graf, and the Duke and

Duchess of Cambridge!  The added bonus was being able to see
how Djokovic was getting on in Court 1 when there was a change
of ends on Centre.

It was an early start on the Wednesday – arriving to College at
7.15am and making our way down to SW19.  We were all in high
spirits despite the constant downpours of rain on the journey, but
were greeted with optimistic skies in London and even some
sunshine.  The students were very co-operative in running a tag
team on and off Centre Court due to only having a few tickets, so
everyone got to see these superstars in action.  Court 2 featured
Venus Williams and Serena Williams in their doubles, as well as us
all taking full advantage of sitting on Murray Mound to watch the
Centre Court action amongst the hundreds sitting up there.
According to the BBC not a blade of grass could be seen due to
so many spectators eagerly anticipating Murray hoping to make
his way to the Semi Final.

At 5.30pm we started our journey back to College, listening
intently to Five Live following the remainder of Murray’s match.  We
were delighted to hear that our GB player had made his way
through to the Semi Final and would meet Jo-Wilfried Tsonga on
Friday.  We finally touched down at Landau Forte at 9.30 pm, with
bags of merchandise, hundreds of photos and an abundance of
memories.  The students were a credit to the College and couldn’t
wait for the weekend’s final matches.

N Faulkner
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Landau Forte 
College is an

outstanding 
academy...

...It excels in
all apects 
of its work...
- Ofsted 2012
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