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Grim Tales - Young Writers Competition 

Winners
Well done to students 

from Years 8, 9 and 10 

who were commended 

for their superb creative 

writing in a recent 

national competition.

Students were 

challenged to create 

original narratives that 

delved into the dark 

world of twisted fairy 

tales!

We were very 

impressed with the 

outstanding range of 

submissions we 

received, and we are 

very excited to see the 

published anthology 

when it is released in 

November! Well done  

to everyone who 

submitted an entry to 

the competition.

Pektron Support 

Robotics Programme

Landau Forte College Derby 

is delighted to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to Pektron for 

their generous sponsorship 

and financial support of our 

robotics program. Their 

commitment to investing in 

young people and innovation 

has made a real difference to 

our students. We are truly 

grateful for this partnership, 

which ensures our robotics 

teams can continue to grow, 

achieve, and represent 

Landau Forte on the national 

stage. Here’s to building even 

greater success together in 

2026 and beyond!

Black History Month
During October, students 

from Years 7, 8 and 9 

delivered gatherings on 

the importance of Black 

History Month to every 

year group at LFCD. 

Students talked about the 

importance of Black 

History month, giving all 

of us the opportunity to 

share, celebrate and 

understand the impact of 

black heritage and 

culture. We also talked 

about the soldiers of 

black heritage who have 

served with the British 

Army. The gatherings 

were very well delivered 

and so informative for our 

community.



Small headline  
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Thank you to the Army team that recently visited 
LFCD. The team staffed a pop-up stall in the 
lower mall and spoke to lots of students about 
careers in the Army. They raised awareness 
regarding the wide variety of careers available in 
the British Army including intelligence and 
communication, combat, logistics, medicine, 
engineering and even HR and finance.

Students who attended LFAM 
returned to the school to talk 
about life at Landau. Students 
shared their experiences of 
LFCD with children from Year 5 
and 6. Our students talked 
about the brilliant support they 
receive from their teachers, the 
superb enrichment activities that 
take place after school, what 
there is to do at break and 
lunchtimes and how they travel 
independently to and from 
school. Our students from Years 
7 and 8 acted as incredible 
ambassadors for our school and 
talked with real confidence 
about their experiences of 
secondary school.

Ms Brannick, Principal, 
reminded the students from 
Years 5 and 6 that children who 
attend LFAM in Year 6 have 
priority access to a guaranteed 
place at LFCD.

We remember them

On the 11 November at 11am the whole Landau 

community stood silent to acknowledge the sacrifice 

made by those who have lost their lives in conflicts 

across the globe. It was a very powerful sight, to see 

over our community stood together in silent reflection. 

Jack from Year 10 performed a beautiful rendition of 

The Last Post, our community then observed the 

silence with absolute dignity and respect.

Thank you to all in the Landau community for the 

significant contributions to this very important event and 

act of respect and remembrance to those who have 

fallen.

We remember them Army Careers Advice

Year 7 and 8 students visit Landau Forte Academy Moorhead



Small headline  
fits here

Thank you to all students who presented work to Ms 
Brannick on our first Fantastic Friday.

It was amazing to see the pride our students take in 
their work. Students from all year groups presented 
so many wonderful pieces of work and there were so 
many beautiful books from all subjects.

Fantastic Fridays will run every week and is the 
perfect opportunity to celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of our amazing Landau students.

Fantastic Fridays!
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Thank you to students from the Landau Forte Parliament who organised our MacMillan coffee 
morning. Students and staff made all sorts of sweet treats for the event, and we raised an 
incredible £185!  Thank you to all in the Landau community for their support.

MacMillan Coffee Morning

Attendance Matters 

Coffee Morning
Thank you to all families who attended 
our recent Attendance Matters Coffee 
Morning. The attendance team and 
pastoral staff were on hand to offer 
advice, guidance and support to our 
families. The event was also supported by 
our PCSO, Daisy Leverington, and the 
Compass Changing Lives team, who 
provide mental health and wellbeing 
support to young people.

We will be holding another event in the 
Summer term.



Small headline  
fits hereThank you to our Year 12 Social Media Ambassadors who 

delivered very informative gatherings to all year groups. Our 
Ambassadors discussed how to stay safe online, including 
providing lots of helpful strategies on how to manage the 
challenges of social media. Most importantly, our 
Ambassadors stressed that you must share any online 
concerns with a trusted adult, either at home or in school.

Further advice can be found on our website https://landau-
forte.org.uk/parents/online-safety/

Well done to our amazing Year 11 chefs who 
created some incredible dishes as part of their 
practice Hospitality and Catering practical 
exam. There were some fantastic dishes 
including banana bread, chocolate 
cheesecake, apple crumble, burgers and 
chips, spaghetti bolognese, lava cake, apple 
tart, lemon meringue and an all-day breakfast! 
Students demonstrated excellent technical 
skills in creating some very complex recipes. 
Well done to all students involved and thank 
you to Miss Knight for her support.

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering success!

Sixth Form Social Media Ambassadors

https://landau-forte.org.uk/parents/online-safety/
https://landau-forte.org.uk/parents/online-safety/
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Well done to our amazing 
Year 13 students who 
spoke to parents and 
students from across Derby 
and Derbyshire at our 
recent Sixth Form Open 
Evening.

It was inspiring to hear our 
students talk about their 
journey through Sixth 
Form, the exceptional 
support they have received 
from their teachers and the 
Sixth Form team and their 
aspirations for the future.

Thank you to our Mental Health Ambassadors who ran a 
pop-up stall in the lower mall during lunchtime.

The Ambassadors were signposting support inside and 
outside of school for our young people who may struggle 
with their mental health. From time to time, we all struggle 
with our mental wellbeing. It’s vital that we all reach out 
and speak to trusted adults who can sign post us to 
support if we are experiencing challenges with our mental 
health. Our students also raised money for mental health 
charities by selling key rings, snap bands and raffle 
tickets.

It was brilliant to see our students demonstrating the 
values of Best Me and reaching out to support their 
peers. 

The Two V5 teams have successfully 
completed their second competition, 
securing a credible Top 16 finish in a 
highly competitive field of 40 robots. 
This result marks an excellent 
stepping stone in their journey through 
a new competition format. The teams 
have shown remarkable dedication, 
putting in countless hours of 
preparation and hard work to reach 
this milestone. Looking ahead, the 
teams are set to continue their 
momentum, with plans to compete in 
several regional events in 2026. Their 
progress so far demonstrates both 

their talent and determination, and the 
future looks bright for these rising 
competitors.

V5 Teams progress in Coventry

Our Y13 chemistry students 

took part in an exciting 

workshop at Nottingham 

University. Previously, during 

their A-levels they have 

successfully synthesised 

aspirin during their organic 

lab work. In order  to ensure 

they have made their desired 

product each student 

conducted their own infrared 

spectroscopy, where they 

were able to identify 

functional groups and gather 

supportive evidence to 

ensure they have made their 

desired drug. To confirm this 

they ran a mass 

spectroscopy and a proton 

nuclear magnetic resonance 

spectra. After evaluating all 

the evidence in their 

workshops, I am pleased to 

inform you that our post 16 

students successfully 

synthesised aspirin. 

Y13 visit Nottingham 

University

Sixth Form Open Evening

World Mental Health Day
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fits hereOn Wednesday 3rd December, seven Year 8 

students enjoyed a wonderful enrichment visit 
to the Showcase Cinema De Lux in Derby to 
see… Zootropolis 2!

We took a short walk into town and had time 
to admire the Christmas decorations in the 
Derbion before heading to the cinema for the 
film. Zootropolis 2 was fantastic! We sat on 
the edge of our seats, laughed throughout and 
even felt emotional in places. While we 
watched, we enjoyed a selection of crisps, 
popcorn and sweets too! After the film, we sat 
together in the Derbion food court to eat our 
packed lunches and some of us decided to 
buy our lunch or more snacks. 

The trip provided the chance for students to 
make progress in developing their 
independence and confidence in navigating 
the city centre, as well as offering them the 
opportunity to practice key communication 
and interaction skills. 

We had a great time. The Year 8s are 
currently writing their film reviews and as a 
class we have decided to award Zootropolis 
2… five stars! We recommend you give it a 
watch!

Zootropolis 2 Visit 



Small headline  
fits hereOur Year 13 students recently swapped the classroom for an 

unforgettable adventure to Iceland — and what an experience it 
was! From volcanoes and waterfalls to glaciers and hot springs, 
every day was packed with unforgettable sights and moments.

After landing in Keflavík bright and early, the group wasted no time 
diving straight into their first day of exploring. The first stop was 
the Bridge Between Continents, where students quite literally 
stood between two tectonic plates — one foot in North America 
and the other in Europe! Next came a visit to the dramatic lava 
field at Nátthagi Valley, a landscape still showing the effects of the 
Fagradalsfjall volcanic eruption in 2021.

The group then made their way to the colourful capital, Reykjavík, 
where they enjoyed some free time to explore the city’s shops, 
cafes, and famous landmarks, including the striking Hallgrímskirkja 
Church. Later, they headed to the Perlan Centre, an amazing 
interactive museum with exhibits on glaciers, volcanoes, and even 
a real indoor ice cave! Finally, the group arrived at their home for 
the visit, Hotel Örk, where a warm meal and some much-needed 
rest awaited. Students spent the evening relaxing in the hotel’s 
communal area and games room — a great chance to unwind and 
socialise after a busy first day.

Day two began with a visit to the Secret Lagoon, one of Iceland’s 
oldest natural hot springs. Surrounded by bubbling geothermal 
activity, it was the perfect way to warm up before heading out on 

the famous Golden Circle route. The students visited the 
spectacular Gullfoss Waterfall, watched geysers erupt at the Geysir 
Geothermal Area, and walked between the continents at 
Thingvellir National Park. After another delicious evening meal, 
many made the most of the hotel’s pool and sauna — a big hit with 
everyone!

On day three, the adventure continued with a stop at the Lava 
Centre, where students learned about Iceland’s incredible volcanic 
forces. From there, they journeyed along the south coast, visiting 
the mighty Skógafoss Waterfall, the black sands of Reynisfjara 
Beach, and the picturesque village of Vík. One of the highlights of 
the day was seeing the Sólheimajökull Glacier up close, followed by 
a visit to the stunning Seljalandsfoss Waterfall, where students 
could walk behind the cascade for a once-in-a-lifetime photo 
opportunity!

The trip was a huge success from start to finish — filled with 
laughter, learning, and memories that will last a lifetime. A big 
thank you goes to all the staff who made it possible, and to our 
brilliant students for their enthusiasm and energy throughout.

We’re delighted to announce that, due to its success, we’ll be 
running the same visit again in September 2026 — and we can’t 
wait to do it all over again!

Year 13 Take on Iceland!
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At Landau Forte College Derby, we put 
our students at the heart of everything 
we do. Our students travel to us from 
their homes across Derby, with over 
50% of them coming from the most 
deprived areas in the city. We know 
that due to the global pandemic, the 
last few years have been incredibly 
difficult for many of our students and 
their families. Families have found 
money tight, and the increasing cost of 
living crisis is only making the situation 
more challenging. We want all our 
students to be able to access high 
quality enrichment activities and 
exciting off-site visits. We firmly believe 
that all our students should have the 
opportunity to experience visits that 
enhance their taught curriculum and 
enrichment activities that develop new 
skills and broaden their horizons. 
Therefore, we are asking if you are 
able to support us in any way – this 
could be via a monetary donation, a 
voucher for goods or an experience, 
services/expertise that could help our 
cause. 

We appreciate that during the current 
climate donations may not be possible, 
but we really do appreciate anything 
you are able to give even if it’s your 
time reading this letter.

100% of donations will go directly to 
our students and will not be spent on 
administration or marketing. We hope 
to spend the money raised on helping 
families who cannot afford school trips 
or who need a bit of help; arranging 
special experiences for families who, 
for example have never visited the 
beach; fund the College’s robotics 
team to enable them to compete at 
national competitions; provide funding 
to the Performing Arts department so 
that they can arrange student 
performances; and much, much 
more!

Donations can we made via reception 
or the MCAS app, for more information 
please email – post@landau-
forte.org.uk  

Visit from Catherine Atkinson, MP for Derby North

A special highlight of the week was the visit from Catherine Atkinson, the MP for Derby North, 
who met with our Year 12 MPs. She shared valuable insight into her role as a Member of 
Parliament, discussing everything from representing local issues to working on national policy. 
We thank Catherine for her time and hope to work with her again in the future.

Throughout the week, 
students across all 
year groups took part 
in gatherings focused 
on the importance of 
democracy and the 
role of Parliament in 
the UK. These 
sessions explored 
why voting matters, 
how laws are made, 
and the importance of 
having our voices 
heard in a democratic 
society.

Gatherings on 

Democracy and 

Parliament

Landau Forte Enrichment Fund

mailto:post@landau-forte.org.uk
mailto:post@landau-forte.org.uk
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Landau Forte College Basket Update 

Year 7

Year 7s have been playing in tournaments at Derby Moor. They have played extremely hard and fought in every game, 

managing to win a few games along the way. With some more tournaments coming up in the new year, the team will look 

to push on.

Year 8

Years 8s have had some more tough tests in basketball. Despite this, they have given it their all and come away from 

tournaments being extremely unlucky not to come away with more. They have given schools like Derby High, 

West Park, and Woodlands a run for their money, beating them here and there, but narrowly avoiding top spots on the 

night. A shout out to Darek and Ali who have surged the team forward with their point scoring; to Hanael who has played 

so well in some of his first ever sports fixtures; Subikshan for being calm and collected under pressure and to Rodrigo, 

always giving it 100% in every game.

Year 9

It has also been a great year for our year 9 Basketballers. They have placed 2nd in their first tournament and won their 

second. With one to go, I am hopeful of back-to-back winners. Shout outs go to Tristan, who has run the show in some 

games. Lucas has showed he is again a great leader, encouraging the team even when he is on the bench, and to 

Samual, who scored in our final to bring home the win.

Year 10

The boys have had a very successful season so far. Their opening game was a tough one against Derby High. Due to 

injuries, we ended up going to the game with 6 players. The boys had an outstanding game, holding the lead for most of 

the game. Unfortunately, due to lack of subs, fatigue set in in the 4th quarter and Derby High managed to pull themselves 

ahead to win the game by only 3 points in a high scoring game 47-44.

Since then and with a full line up, the boys have been unstoppable. They have won all their games convincingly with 

some outstaying performances. Even without our Polish National player against John Port, the rest of the team stepped 

up to win the game 35-22.

Other results include West Park 54-37 and Woodlands 42-36. We are looking forward to seeing the boys continue their 

winning streak after the Christmas break.
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Landau Forte College Netball

Landau Forte Boys Football Update

Year 7 Netball

We have been really pleased with our newest netballers. 

They have taken part in a year 7 and 8 mixed tournament, 

when we entered two teams so that all the girls would get an 

opportunity to play. One of our teams finished in 3rd place, 

with the other team finishing in 1st place and winning the 

tournament.

Since then, they have had two games, narrowly losing by 

one goal to Murray Park and winning against Leesbrook.

We are now preparing for more fixtures next term and 

looking forward to the year 7 netball tournament where we 

hope to finish in the top 3.

Year 8 Netball

We are really proud of this team. We didn’t have much 

interest last year from this year group, but we now have a 

really consistent squad of players. They have taken part in 

a year 7 and 8 mixed tournament, when we entered two 

teams so that all the girls would get an opportunity to play. 

One of our teams finished in 3rd place, with the other team 

finishing in 1st place and winning the tournament.

Since then, they have played two games. Unfortunately, they 

have narrowly lost both, but they have made so much 

progress and must remember that the teams they are playing 

against were all playing last year and we just need to be 

resilient whilst we work on a few aspects to catch up,

Year 9 Netball

The year 9s have entered the Derby tournament. They 

played extremely well throughout and managed to beat off 

some tough opposition to win the tournament.

Unfortunately, the games they have been due to play have 

both been cancelled by the opposing schools, but the girls 

are well prepared for their games after Christmas.

Year 10 Netball

This team are amazing in terms of their commitment and as 

a result we have a squad of 14 to pick from. They entered 

the schools’ tournament and finished in 3rd place which is 

fantastic!

Unfortunately, the games they have been due to play have 

both been cancelled by the opposing schools, but the girls 

are well prepared for their games after Christmas.

Year 7

The Year 7 have attended 2 tournaments at Leesbrook so far this year. This is in preparation for their 11 a-side games which should 

take place in the new year. The boys    have worked extremely hard and managed to win a few games  with their hard work. The boys 

will  look to push on when fixtures start up again next year.

Year 8

A mixed year for Year 8’s. An unlucky 4-1 loss against Derby Cathedral, before a disappointing loss to Alvaston Moor, 8-2. A shout out 

to Bilal, who played his first ever game of football against Alvaston and played extremely well, despite the loss. This was followed by 

a gallant victory at CODA. Ezekiel making his appearance and scoring a great goal! Unfortunately, the league  season was finished 

with a loss at St Benedict’s. A tough start so far, but with tournaments coming up in the new year, I am confident that the group will 

push on. Shout outs go to Riley who has shown his grit to encourage the team alongside Isaac who has helped to pick the boys up 

when their down and bring some encouragement in challenging times.

Year 9

One of our promotion pushers, and possible league winners. The team have gone unbeaten in 3 games. Winning 9-0 at Bemrose, 6-2 

at CODA and  drawing 1-1 with Leesbrook. The highlight of the season so far being  the draw at Leesbrook. A last-minute shake up of 

the team resulted in us only have 9 available players. The team was eager to play a full game against 11, despite the offer of  a 

shortened 9-a-side game. They all played outstandingly well, putting bodies on the line and even risking injuries (shout out 

to Aiden). With one game  still to play, I am confident we will  have some league champions in year 9. Some shout outs need to go to 

Emilia, who has braved playing with the boys, scoring a goal against CODA and getting some great assists along the way. Lucas 

has led the team so well, its hard not to see why he is our captain. Henry is our rock in goal; nothing gets past him! Ethan finishing as 

top scorer also, stealing the points with his vital goal at Leesbrook, and scored a great free kick at CODA.

Year 10

Some more champions, and unbeaten. Impressive wins against St Benedict’s (5-2), Alvaston Moor (4-2), Cathedral (4-2) 

and finally, CODA (5-3), where Karam dominated the game. These results have seen the Year 10s absolutely smash the league. Some 

recognition is needed for some players. In the game against St Benedict’s, Lucius was brilliant with Haoyu scoring 3 goals and also 

finished at top scorer overall. Jack ran the show against Alvaston Moor, leading the boys to the win..

Year 11

If you asked year 11 about their team, they would say that they are ‘massive, everywhere they go’. Our first confirmed champions. A 

fantastic way to finish their time in school football. Wins at CODA (4-1), Bemrose (8-1), Alvaston Moor (3-1) and Cathedral (2-1). Safe 

to say, spirits are high, and they are all looking forward to getting their hands on that league title.
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Landau Forte College - Girl's football 

We have had a positive start so far for 

girls’ football at Landau. We have formed 

a year 7 team which is fantastic news as 

the hope is to build with this team 

through their whole time at Landau. The 

year 7 team entered into their first 

competitive tournament which is set to 

take place over three separate days. 

They have attended their first event 

where they displayed fantastic effort and 

determination to work as a team as they 

learn different positions on the pitch. 

Year 9 girl’s have continued attending 

their football events, attending two 

evenings currently for their tournament. 

They have shown fantastic strength and 

resilience facing some great opposition 

teams from other schools. Their skill level 

has continued to improve since year 7, 

with the students all continuing from 

when they joined Landau. The most 

recent tournament saw success, with a 

special mention to Emilia-Lily scoring a 

hat-trick in the first game. All of the 

students work extremely hard, and we 

are hoping to continue to progress and 

improve in the next year. 
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