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HuSH mobile phone sighal blocking pouches

Hush pouches are
12cm wide, 26cm
high and have a
depth of 4cm

What is the aim of this scheme?

In line with guidance from the Department for Education, from the start of the new academic
year, we will be a mobile phone free school. There are multiple benefits of this approach,
including reducing the negative impact mobile phones have on students’ mental health, focus,
and overall wellbeing. We will work in partnership with our students and their families to
introduce this scheme, which we believe will be very beneficial to our young people.

When will we introduce HUSH pouches?

The pouches will be introduced for students in Year 7 to 11 at the start of the new academic
year.

Will sixth form students use HUSH pouches?

Sixth Form students will not receive a HUSH pouch. We expect our Sixth Form students to use
their mobile phones in a responsible manner, they are role models for our younger students.

Frequently asked questions

How do the pouches work?

A HuSH pouch is a lockable protective, signal blocking pouch that mobile phones and other
smart devices can be placed into. Each student will be given a HuSH pouch to use each day at
school. The pouch blocks the sighal to devices placed inside.
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Who pays for the pouches?

LFCD has invested in HuSH pouches for all students in Years 7 to 11. To ensure a consistent
experience for all students, we are loaning the pouches at no cost. If a pouch is damaged or
lost, families will be charged for a replacement. The current cost for a replacement pouch is
£15.

Is it the school’s responsibility if devices are damaged within the pouch?

No. The pouches are padded and large enough to fit all phones. Students remain responsible for
their devices, as the pouches are designed to provide protection during normal school
activities.

Will the students use the same pouch throughout their time at LFCD?
Yes. The pouches are designed to be durable and will last for the duration of their time here.

How do the pouches lock?
The pouch features a secure locking pin at the top. Students will push it into the locked position
before arriving on site each morning.

What about air pods/ smart watches?

Currently air pods should not be worn at school and this rule will remain the same. Air pods/
smart watches will not work when the connected mobile phone is in the HuSH pouch.

What happens if a student forgets to open their pouch at the end of the day?

In HUSH’s experience, this rarely happens, as all students funnel past the unlocking stations at
the exit. If students do arrive home with a phone in a pouch, they can either return to school to
unlock it (if the site is still open) or enjoy a phone-free evening!

What if devices are accidentally locked in the pouch outside school hours (e.g. holidays or
weekends)?

In such cases, at weekends, the pouch can only be unlocked when the student returns to
school as school staff will not be on site.

During school holidays, staff members on site during the weekdays will be able to assist if a
student has accidentally locked their phone in their pouch.

Can the pouch be used at home?
While it is possible, the pouch cannot be unlocked until the student returns to school.

The pouches can be locked if parents want to provide phone free time at home, but please
remember that the student won't be able to unlock the pouch until they leave the school site to
go home, unlocking stations will not be available in the morning.

Can the pouches be personalised?
No, the pouches are school property and are part of the equipment provided for students.

What should be placed in the pouch?
Mobile phones must be secured in the pouch.

How bulky are the pouches?
The pouches are lightweight, compact, and durable, made from slightly padded material. They
fit easily into bags.
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Do the pouches have a tracking device?
No, they are not equipped with tracking features.

What happens if the pouch gets wet?
Accidental spills are not an issue, as the pouch is water-repellent. However, it is not entirely
waterproof, so care should still be taken.

Start of the day routine

What is expected as soon as students arrive?

Before entering the main gate, students should place their phone into their pouch and lock it.
This is the case for all students, even those that are on site prior to 8.30am. They should then
place the pouch into their bag. There will be signs to remind students of this routine.

During tutor time, students will be asked to get their pouches out of their bags and show that
they are locked. They will then return them to their bags for the remainder of the school day.

What if students are late to school?
Students arriving late will be expected to lock their phone pouch before entering the main gate,
the member of staff on late duty in Reception will be checking that this has happened.

What if a parent or carer needs to contact their child urgently?
This process remains the same. Parents should contact Reception by calling: 01332 204040.

Unlocking the HUSH Pouches

What will happen at the end of the school day?

Unlocking stations will be placed on the fences in multiple locations in the area outside the
main buildings. The unlocking stations will be opened at the end of the day (3.10pm). Students
can take their pouch out of their bag and unlock it using the nearest unlocking station. Multiple
unlocking stations will be available for students to ensure there is no congestion when students
are unlocking pouches and leaving site. Students should leave site immediately after unlocking
their mobile phone pouch.

What if students are participating in interventions/ clubs after school?

Students will not need their phones for these sessions and their phone should remain locked in
their pouch until they leave the site. Students should unlock their phone at the end of their
intervention session or after school club and then leave site.

What if a student needs to unlock their pouch for an appointment (e.g. dentist visit) during
the day?
Students will be able to unlock their pouches at Reception for such instances.

What if students forget to unlock their devices before leaving school?
Staff will remind students to unlock their devices before exiting. Students will also pass by
multiple unlocking stations before leaving the site.

Can students unlock their devices during the school day in they need to contact home?
This process remains the same. Students needing to contact home must do so via Reception.
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What happens if students have a sports fixture and leave early?
The member of staff accompanying the fixture will give students access to a mobile unlocker.

What happens when students leave site to go on trips and visits?

The members of staff accompanying the visit will give students access to a mobile unlocker.

What happens if the rules are not followed?

What are the consequences if students do not use the pouches correctly, such as refusing
to secure their device in their pouch?

Any student refusing to use the pouch, forcing the pouch open during the school day or found
using their mobile phone in school with be issued with a Red incident and have their mobile
phone confiscated by LFCD for 7 days. Parents/ carers will be informed of this and when they
can collect the mobile phone from LFCD, at the end of the 7-day period. For example, if a phone
is confiscated on Tuesday it will be available to collect at the end of the day on the following
Tuesday (7 days later). The same rules apply if a mobile phone is confiscated just before a
school holiday. Parents/ carers will have to come into school, at the end of the 7 days, during
the holiday, to collect the mobile phone.

If a student is found for a second time using their mobile phone in school or refusing to use the
pouch they will be suspended and have their phone confiscated for another 7 days.

We know we have brilliant students at Landau and we are sure these sanctions won't be
needed but we must make students aware of the consequences if the rules are not
followed.

What happens if a student brings a device but forgets their pouch?

The student will need to hand their device to their Head of Year or Deputy Head of Year as soon
as they arrive on site and collect it from them at the end of the day. A sanction will be applied to
encourage responsibility, this will be negative class chart points and an after school detention.
Persistent issues will result in escalated sanctions.

Other Questions

Will students use a HuSH pouch if they are diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes?

No, the signal blocking pouch will not be suitable for students who use their mobile phone to
monitor Type 1 diabetes. HuSH offer pouches which are not signal blocking in these
circumstances.

My child has special educational needs (SEN). How will they be supported to use the
pouches?

Our Individual Needs team will work with students in the summer term to prepare students for
the change in policy. The IN team will also support students next academic year with the
unlocking of pouches at the end of the day.



