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Celebration of Success Events

§ Well done to all our students
who received awards at our
recent Celebration of

NERIECEEVM Success events. It was a
real pleasure to present so
many of our students with
their prestigious awards for
outstanding academic
achievement or outstanding
academic progress. It was
lovely to see our theatre
filled with our students and
their families and a great
moment to celebrate the
success of our wonderful
students. Thank you to our
CEO, Sarah Findlay Cobb,
who presented the awards.
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Cambridge Trip

Our Year 9 students, who are enrolled on First Story, recently enjoyed an inspiring and
enriching trip to the University of Cambridge, where they took part in a Young Writers
Festival designed to spark creativity and build confidence in writing and performance. During
the visit, students had the opportunity to explore Downing College, one of the university’s
most beautiful and historic colleges. The guided tour included the stunning gardens, the
chapel, the Master’s House, and the impressive dining hall, giving students a real insight
into university life and the traditions that make Cambridge such a renowned institution.

The day continued with a dynamic creative writing workshop, where students experimented
with new ideas, developed their writing skills, and were encouraged to think imaginatively.
This was followed by an engaging performance workshop, which allowed students to bring
their words to life, building confidence in public speaking and self-expression.

A particular highlight of the visit was the student showcase. Scarlet and Julia represented
the school brilliantly by performing their work, while Daniel had the exciting opportunity to
interview writer A.M. Dassu, gaining a valuable insight into the life and craft of a professional
author. Students also had the chance to watch and celebrate the work of young writers from
different schools, gaining inspiration from a wide range of creative voices and styles.

The trip was a fantastic experience for all involved, providing both educational value and
memorable moments. Students returned feeling motivated, inspired, and excited to continue
developing their writing skills.

We are incredibly proud of how our Year 9 students represented the school throughout the
day.
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Congratulations to Milena on Tiny Poems Success

We are delighted to celebrate Milena, who
achieved second place in the Tiny Poems
Competition, organised by Penguin Random
House. Milena’s beautifully crafted poem
captivated the judges with its evocative imagery,
mystery and emotional depth. The judges at
Penguin Random House described it as ‘'a spell-
binding poem full of secrets, mystery and
unresolved tension’ praising its thought-
provoking imagery, lyrical rhythm and haunting
final line.

They particularly highlighted the striking phrase,
‘blood vessels cut on a timber floor’ calling it
‘delightfully chilling’.

This is a fantastic achievement in a highly
competitive national competition and a wonderful
recognition of Milena’s creativity and talent as a
writer.

We are incredibly proud of her and look forward
to seeing where her writing takes her next.

Congratulations, Milena!

The judges at Penguin Random House provided
some wonderful feedback, calling it:

‘A spell-binding poem full of secrets, mystery
and unresolved tension, leaving the reader
wondering if it’s nostalgia or something more
sinister — what is “it”? The imagery conjured
is thought-provoking, the rhyming adds a
lyricism that the final line breaks abruptly
away from, cementing that sense of
misalignment. It reads like an incantation,
and that line “blood vessels cut on a timber
floor” is delightfully chilling.’

Beige blankets, rustic drawers
Blood vessels cut on a timber floor;
1ts so casual just like folklore
Leaving through the forbidden backdoor.
And so, some pieces just never aligned.

Milena Chycka

St George’s Day

Thank you to our fantastic restaurant team
who made St George’s Day very special
for all in the Landau Community.

Our restaurant was beautifully decorated
in red and white and we served afternoon
tea and traditional fish and chips at
lunchtime. Students and staff really
enjoyed the event and the tasty treats
available to them!
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Literary Success at LFCD!

Congratulations to our Year 13 student
James who, whilst studying for his A
Levels, also managed to write his first
book! The book is titled Lazarus and
details Britain’s past and future in the
21st century. James is a fantastic role
model for young people at Landau, and
we are looking forward to displaying a
copy of Lazurus in our library. James
will certainly leave a lasting legacy at
LFCD!

When reflecting on the content of his
first book and the message he wants to
convey to his readers, James told us
‘Today, truly, the world is changing. We
can either wear the blindfold or rise to
the occasion — but the world will
change nonetheless.’

We wish James well for the future and
look forward to hearing about the next
steps in his journey and life after
Landau!
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Army Careers Event at LFCD \
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Many thanks to the Army who came into
LFCD to deliver a very engaging day on
careers to Year 9 students.

Students participated in gatherings where
they discussed the huge variety of careers
available in the Army. The rest of the day
was spent on problem solving exercises,
working together in groups, to tackle some
really significant challenges. Thank you to
the Army team who visited us and well
done to the students for their brilliant
participation.
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Fundraising and Bake Off for Little Princess Trust

Well done to Chleophee for her
amazing fundraising efforts for the
Little Princess Trust. Chleophee had
12 inches of her hair cut off to enable
her to donate it to the charity which
makes wigs for children and young
people battling cancer. Chleophee
and her friends also organised a bake
off, held during lunchtime at LFCD, to
raise additional funds for the Little
Princess Trust. The bake off and

bake sale were incredibly well

supported and raised an additional
£270! The winners of the Bake Off
were Mrs Adams for Best Staff Bake,
Theia for Best Student Cake and
Emilia for Best Student Bake. Thank

you to everyone in the Landau

community who supported this

brilliant fundraising event.

PubI|c Speaking Competition

Following the success of the Year 12 students competing in the National
Gresham Young Orator Competition, the first ever Landau Forte College Public
Speaking Competition took place for Years 8, 9 and 10.

Students were taught how to be great orators by using signposting to structure
their speech, repetition to emphasise points and confident non-verbal
communication.

All students used these techniques to create a speech on one of three topics:
Is tradition something that we should preserve or challenge?

Should Al ever be allowed to make life-changing decisions?

Are global tourism and sustainability fundamentally incompatible?

Students delivered their speech to a member of the tutor group with the best
ones going through to the finals. In the finals, students delivered their speech in
front of an audience and a judging panel of sixth formers and Mr Dobson. The
quality of the speeches was excellent with well-reasoned arguments presented
in a clear and engaging way. Several students challenged themselves to
overcome their nerves about speaking in front of an audience and we are really
proud of them for this.

The Year 8 competition was won by Tharun & Ezekiel. Both students delivered
a well-researched speech with excellent clarity and expression without the use
of notes! The Year 10 competition was won by Jesse who delivered a powerful
speech that kept the whole audience engaged through his confident speaking.

The Year 9 and overall winner was Aisha who not only delivered a phenomenal
speech that was articulate, clear and engaging but also had incredibly deep
research to support the points made. A massive well done to Aisha and all the
students that competed.

We look forward to next year’'s competition!
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Buckingham Palace Duke of Edinburgh Gold Awards
Celebration 2026

The Duke of Edinburgh Award has reached its 70t anniversary founded by the late Prince
Phillip in 1956, conceived as a national programme to support youth development
specifically aimed at boys but later expanded in 1957 to include girls. The Award has seen
many changes over the decades, to include the D of E International Award Foundation set
up in 1988.

The Gold Award is the culmination of all D of E levels but still encompassing the previous
sections of volunteering, physical, skills and expedition but with the addition of a residential
section at gold level only. The award at whichever level, is recognised by employers,
universities, and colleges as a great achievement by young people showing teamwork,
resilience, character, and employability.

On an extremely hot day in Buckingham Palace Gardens seeing up to three thousand
guests, satellite stages around the gardens played host to quest speakers including David
Seaman, Tyler West & Molly Rainford whilst special guest speaker Dame Kelly Holmes
accompanied his HRH the Duke of Edinburgh on the main palace steps.

A great day to see so many young people achieve their Gold Award and for LFCD to
be represented.
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Water Safety Awareness

Thank you to staff from Derbyshire
Fire and Rescue who attended LFCD
to deliver gatherings to students on
the importance of staying safe around
water. Due to the hot weather, LFCD
has had a specific focus on the topic
of water safety.

Students were told about the impacts
of cold-water shock, the strategy of
‘float to live’ and had the opportunity
to ask questions of the DFR staff.
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Derbyshire

Fire & Rescue Service
Making Derbyshire Safer Together

Derbyshire Police - Tackling Violence Against
Women and Girls

While global events like the World Cup
are celebrated for bringing communities
together, research and policing data
suggest they can also coincide with
increased risk of abuse. Factors such as
alcohol consumption, heightened

emotions and match-day tensions are )
known to contribute to escalations in ' o A Cap
harmful behaviour. In England, for | .5
example, a study from the National v m
Centre for Domestic Abuse has shown

that domestic abuse incidents rise by Committed totacking.
around 11% following national team e ks

matches - and when England lose a
match, they rise by 38%.
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To offer support to women and girls in
our community, Derbyshire Police, in
conjunction with our safeguarding team,
will be hosting a series of pop-up stalls

s jre 52"

during lunchtime this term, offering 1 aking ©° gi’fh:r
advice, guidance and signposting. At Ao

LFCD, we are committed to working in
partnership with all agencies to end
violence against women and girls.
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Making a Difference - Secondary School of
the Year

Landau Forte College Derby’s whole school team is among 99 outstanding teachers, lecturers, leaders, support
staff, and education settings honoured as Silver Winners in this year’'s awards on National Thank a Teacher
Day. LFCD Whole School Team has won the Silver award in the ‘Making a Difference - Secondary School of
the Year’ category.

The school has won this recognition based on its high academic standards and results for all students, along
with the staff body’s ‘exceptional pastoral care’ and enrichment opportunities for students.

The entire school team will now be in with the chance of winning the prestigious Gold award, which will be
announced at an awards ceremony in London and on BBC One’s ‘The One Show’ later this year.

National ‘Thank a Teacher Day’, and the Pearson National Teaching Awards are run by the Teaching Awards
Trust, an independent charity established over 25 years ago to celebrate the transformative impact of
education, shining a spotlight on the pivotal role teachers, support staff, colleges, schools and early years
educators play in inspiring young people, every single day.

We announced the award by hosting a celebration reception for all our staff, hosted by students from Year 7
and 10. The reception was an opportunity for students to say thank you to our staff for the outstanding
teaching, care and guidance they receive.

Alison Brannick, Principal said “| am absolutely delighted that our whole staff team has been recognised with
such a distinguished award. Our entire staff team shares a strong commitment to ‘go the extra mile’ for
students, to make sure every young person has access to exceptional pastoral care, and | am thrilled with our
silver award.”

T— ‘
\ é@ Thank a Teacher Day 17 yupe |
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Year 13 Leavers’ Ball

It was fantastic to celebrate with our Year 13 students at their recent Leavers Ball. Held at
Derbyshire Cricket Club, students celebrated in style with amazing outfits, great food, music
and dancing!

We wish our Year 13 students good luck for the future. It has been an absolute pleasure to
work with such an incredible group of young people, and we look forward to hearing about
what they achieve in life after Landau.
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Year 11 Leavers Ball

It was a real pleasure to celebrate with our Year 11 students, at their recent Leavers Ball. In the
glorious sunshine our students looked amazing and arrived in style! A wonderful evening was had by
all, and memories were made that will last a lifetime. It has been such a pleasure to work with this
group of young people, we wish them good luck for the future and look forward to welcoming them
back on GCSE results day in August.
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Sports and Culture Week

The last week of the academic year was
Sports and Culture Week at LFCD. All year
groups participated in Sports Days,
including our annual Musa Memorial
Tournament for Year 8. We were very
pleased and proud to welcome Musa’s
family to our Memorial Tournament, and it
was lovely for them to present the trophies
to the winning house teams with Diversity
taking top spot in both the netball and
football competitions. Our sports days
included traditional activities such as track
and field events, but we mixed things up a
little with activities such as orienteering
around Darley Park in there as welll We
were really impressed with students’
participation and enthusiasm and the
glorious weather made the days even more
enjoyable.

Within Sports and Culture Week, all
students visited the Museum of Making and
Derby Museum. This was a new opportunity
for our students, and we were really keen for
them to understand the history and heritage
of our city and the key role Derby had
played in the industrial development of the
United Kingdom. Providing such rich
experiences for our young people is an
important part of our offer, we want to
provide immersive educational experiences
that enable our students to connect with
their community and the wider world. The
feedback from students was very positive
and we hope this will become and annual
event for our school community.

Our annual Culture Day was a great
success, with our students attending in
outfits that best represent them and their
cultural heritage. Students participated in
Chinese dance workshops, African
drumming lessons and watched dance and
poetry performances created by students at
LFCD. Lunchtime was great fun, with
students able to select their lunch from a
variety of food stalls, including Greek,
Caribbean and English take away food. A
wonderful time was had by all and we have
already started planning Culture Day 2027!
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A Level Success for LFCD Students

Students at LFCD are celebrating after
receiving an excellent set of A Level results.
Across the country, sixth formers have ‘ B
recorded an impressive crop of results, with | llin &
the students of Landau very much being a AV
part of this success. Students have achieved
an average grade B across their
qualifications, enabling them to secure
exciting destinations such as Russell Group
universities and degree level
apprenticeships.

Among the high performers are:

Umayr, achieved A* Biology, A* Chemistry,
A* Maths

Herkus, achieved A* Biology, A* Chemistry
and A* Maths and will go on to study
Artificial Intelligence and Computer Science
at the University of Edinburgh

Lauren, achieved A* Biology, A* Maths, A
Spanish and will go on to study Sport
Exercise and Medical Sciences at University
College London

Jagvir, achieved A* Biology, A* Maths, A
Chemistry and will go on to study Medicine
at the University of Sheffield

Eduards, achieved A* Maths, A* Physics, A
Chemistry and will go on to study Electrical

and Electronic Engineering at the University
of Manchester

Aniksha, achieved A* Chemistry, A*
Physics, A Maths and will go on to study
Materials Science at the University of Oxford

Alison Brannick, Principal, said:

“We are delighted to see so many of our sixth formers who have done so well and achieved amazing
results. They have worked so hard, supported by their teachers and families and it has been fantastic
to see them celebrate their success today. We wish them the very best for their futures."

“I know that these young people will go on to succeed and make a real difference in the world,
whether they go onto higher education, take up an apprenticeship or enter the world of work.”

“| also want to thank our fantastic teachers, who were recognised in a national teaching award this
year. They have all gone above and beyond to help our students and have been such a support to
our students.”
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GCSE Success at LFCD!

LFCD is again celebrating after the Year 11 students received an outstanding set of GCSE results.
Staff have gone above and beyond to ensure their students were as prepared as possible for their
GCSE examinations. Expert subject teachers and the dedicated pastoral team worked tirelessly to
ensure all groups of students achieved exceptionally well.

The notable achievements at Landau Forte College Derby are:

Hitha, achieving seven grade 9s and three grade 8s

Ujjwal, achieving six grade 9s, three grade 8s and one grade 7

Lucas, achieving six grade 9s, two grade 8s and two grade 7s

Jake, achieving four grade 9s, four grade 8s, one grade 7 and a Merit level 2

Alison Brannick, Principal, said: “These are brilliant results - we are extremely proud of all our
students."

“We’'re excited to welcome many of our students back into our Sixth Form, and we look forward to
seeing all of them flourish as they move on to the next stage of their journeys."

“Our amazing staff team were recognised in national teaching awards earlier this year and | would
like to thank them all very much, for their relentless commitment to make sure all our students have
had outstanding opportunities and support throughout their time at school."
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